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Before You Read

The story starts in Qufu, a city in eastern China about 530 kilometers south of Beijing,

in Shandong Province. In ancient times, Qufu was the capital of the state of Lu.

N

A. Confucius. Read the paragraph. Then complete each definition with the correct wor
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Confucius (551-479 BCE) was a great Chinese historical figure, a scho
and educator. His teachings formed the foundation for a great deal of t
thinking. Confucius thought individuals should cultivate good morals an
right thing. He also felt that people should behave in a respectful manner. Co
is considered to have been integral to Eastern thought, and it can be compared to the
influence of the teachings of the philosopher Socrates in the West.

. Toc___ means to study and develop a deep understanding of something.

. Thef_____ istheidea upon which something is based.

, it is necessary.
shows an appropriate level of politeness to others.

.As____ isaperson of great learning.
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B. China’s History. Read the paragraph and look at the photos in this reader. Then answer the

questions below.

In ancient times, China was governed by a series of dynasties,® including the Zhou
Dynasty. The Zhou ruled from 1046 to 256 BCE, but around 770 BCE the dynasty’s
influence started to decline. Local states and families were constantly fighting. A great
philosopher named Confucius traveled around China from 497 to 484 BCE and tried to
teach that peace and harmony were very important for a healthy society. However, it
was not until the second century BCE that his philosophy was finally put into practice.

1. What do you know about Confucius and his teachings?

2. Why do you think he is so famous as a philosopher?

3. What other Chinese philosophies or philosophers do you know about?

1dynasty: a period of time when members of the
same family rule a country

Confucius: His Life and Legacy
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Many people in the West only know the
name Confucius from the fortune cookies
they may get at the end of a meal in a
Chinese restaurant. These contain a piece
of paper with a saying, often beginning with
the words “Confucius says ...” The problem
is that, just as fortune cookies are not really
Chinese and are seldom if ever found in
China—they were invented in San Francisco,
USA, in the early 1900s—the sayings often
credited to Confucius are just as fake. In
fact, most of the time the quotes credited
to Confucius in fortune cookies—or even in
Western social media or on the Internet—
are things that Confucius never said, and in
some cases may even be contrary to what
Confucius really taught. As a consequence,
while nearly all Westerners have heard the
name Confucius and know that he was a
Chinese philosopher, most have no clear
idea who he really was and what he believed.

Confucius was a government official in the
state of Lu, in what is now Shandong, China.
His real name was Kong Qiu, but within
China he is most often called Kongzi, which
means Master Kong. (The name Confucius
is actually a Western version of Kong Fuzi,
which is another way to say Master Kong in
Chinese.)

Confucius: His Life and Legacy
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During Confucius’s lifetime, China was ruled by
the Zhou Dynasty (1046-256 BCE). However,
by the time Confucius was born, this dynasty
was in a slow decline. The emperor’s power was
weakening and many small states were fighting
to gain control. Confucius's own city, Qufu, was

capital of the state of Lu, and power in this state y & @
was divided between several families which could R x
not get along. B :“ }; Al T 2
% f : e
As a government official of the state of Lu, * if ;Y * f & {;‘1 g >
Confucius wanted to end the conflict between & < j'? = s g o A 3
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philosophy which he believed would bring peace E g A T IEN Gt & ’éa b
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was perhaps a better philosopher than he was g A i, j?;t 2 %‘? A 2 ,\"h & S
a government official, and he ended up having e W F .ﬁ_ o i X
to leave the state of Lu. He spent thirteen years i‘;: > :
"

traveling around the other states, spreading his
philosophy, before returning to Qufu where he
spent his later life teaching his disciples.

Some of his followers recorded his teachings in a
book called The Analects.? Over the centuries, the
ideas in The Analects were expanded upon and
explained by later disciples, the most important
of whom was Mencius (approx. 372-289 BCE).
The totality of these teachings are often grouped
together and are known today as Confucianism.

Sequence the Events

_____ Some of his followers recorded his teachings.

2analects: a collection of short texts — Confucius traveled around China.
__ Confucius became a government official.
His ideas were expanded upon.

When he returned to Qufu, he focused on
teaching his disciples.

Confucius: His Life and Legacy 7
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Now that we have introduced
Confucius, the man, what were his
teachings? Confucianism is a moral
philosophy which is situational in
nature and dependent on one’s
relationship to others. That is, our
behaviors depend on a wider context,
and instead of having one set of
commandments that applies equally
to all people everywhere, Confucius
taught that we each have our own
obligations to others depending upon
who they are in relation to us. For
example, parents’ obligations to their
children are different from children’s
obligations to their parents, and an
older brother’'s obligations to his
younger brother are different from a
younger brother’s obligations to his
older brother. In this system, all will go
well in the world when people accept
their place in relation to others and
are respectful of them.

Confucius: His Life and Legacy



After You Read

A. Multiple Choice. Answer the questions below by choosing A, B, C, or D.

1. An appropriate heading for the first paragraph on page 4 is:
A. Fortune Cookie Philosophy
B. The Real Confucius
C. Confused about Confucius?
D. False Impressions of Confucius

2. In the first paragraph on page 11, what does “these” refer to?
A. other people
B. the Five Constants
C. ways to behave
D. Confucius's teachings

3. In the first paragraph on page 14, when it says, “this meant studying,” what does “this”
refer to?
A. learning a virtue such as ren
B. education in general
C. cultivating virtue
D. collecting and editing texts

4. In the first paragraph on page 17, what does “popping up” mean?
A. suddenly opening
B. suddenly ending
C. becoming more obvious
D. making noise

5. An appropriate heading for the second paragraph on page 17 is:
A. The Influence of Xiao on China
B. Chinese Young People Love Their Parents
C. Family is Everything
D. Thanks For The Sacrifice!

20| Confucius: His Life and Legacy

B. Fill in the Table. Fill in the table below with words from the passage.

Chinese word

English meaning

MNotes

he

1) peace

ultimate goal of Confucianism;

Q) —— seels harmony and
not uniformity), while the common man
seols uniformity and not harmony

ren

B bkindness

feeling of concem we showld have for
the well-being of others; loving others;
Y) — to others as You
B tobe done to oo

¢

religions (6)
sacrifice

Auty) or (7) ; the way) we
should relate to people in our everyday
(ife; how we express our (3)

Xi4o

obligation to parents

[ovtn@, respecting, obegin@, and
Q) one’s parents; the
foundation of (10)

C. Answer the questions. Use information from the passage to answer the questions below.

1. What is the problem with fortune cookies and the fortunes they contain?
2. What subjects did the national exams probably test before 1905?

3. What does Confucianism tell you about Chinese culture?
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POSTED: Friday, Aug. 30 @ 7:12 p.m.

Confucius had a lot to say about how to live a good life. What's your favorite

Confucius saying? Leave a comment about your favorite saying and tell us

why you like it. In the survey in the side menu, you can vote for your favorite!
Carlos

POSTED: Wednesday, Sept. 4 @ 8:20 a.m.
“To have faults and not to correct them, this, indeed, is to have faults.”

My favorite saying is, “To have faults and not to correct them, this, indeed,

is to have faults.” | agree completely with the statement. For example, I'm
learning German and it takes hard work to learn new words. | don't always
want to put in the time to practice. That is my greatest weakness so | try to
correct it by finding enjoyable ways to study. Listening and reading is a good
start, but using new words when talking with a friend is what really helps me
to learn.

Rebecca

POSTED: Tuesday, Sept. 3 @ 7:00 p.m.
“Do not do to others as you do not wish to be done to you.”

| like “Do not do to others as you do not wish to be done to you" best.
Confucius wasn't the only one to promote this idea. Most religions agree
with this concept. To me, it's the most important life rule: Treat others
as you would like to be treated. Just the other day, | was with a friend in
class and she started talking badly about a classmate of ours. | kept on
thinking about how bad our classmate would feel if he knew she was
saying such terrible things! | know | wouldn't like it!

Tam

POSTED: Sunday, Sept. 1 @ 2:00 p.m.
“In the company of two others, | can always find one worthy of being my teacher.”

“In the company of two others, | can always find one worthy of being my
teacher” is one of my favorites. | like to remind myself of this saying when
practicing with classmates in school. | can learn a lot from others, even from
their mistakes. This saying gives me confidence and reminds me to pay
attention.

Rosa

POSTED: Saturday, Aug. 31 @ 2:15 p.m.
“To go too far is as bad as to fall short.”

My favorite is, “To go too far is as bad as to fall short.” It means that to

do too much of something is equally as bad as not doing enough. It's
Andre possible to not try hard enough and it is also possible to try too hard. For

example, | wanted to lose a few kilos for a big party so | didn't eat enough

and exercised all the time. In the end, | got really sick and tired from

eating poorly and couldn’t even go to the party! For me, it's important to

find a balance between two extremes in order to achieve my goals.
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