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Read all the books in this series:

by Noah Leatherland

Wow! With colorful characters and 
fun stories, cartoons and anime 

are wildly entertaining. But have 
you ever wondered how they are 
made? Teams of creative people 

work together to take these 
projects from concept to creation.
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Are you a creative person? 

Your favorite books, movies, TV 
shows, and video games came from 
the minds of people just like you! It 
takes a group of talented makers to 
take these forms of entertainment 
from concept to creation.

How Things 
Are Made

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



5

Cartoons and anime are stories 
told with animation. Some are 
full movies. Others are TV shows 
split into shorter episodes.

There are many steps to creating 
these forms of entertainment. How 
are cartoons and anime made?
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Cartoons 
vs. Anime

Cartoons and anime have 
slightly different art styles. 
Many cartoon characters are 
not very lifelike. They may look silly.

Anime 
faces

Cartoon 
faces 
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On the other hand, anime is more 
realistic. Its characters often  
have big eyes and colorful hair. 

Although they may look a little 
different, cartoons and anime are 
made in the same way.

Anime 

originally 

came from 

Japan, but it is 

popular all over 

the world.
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The first step to creating a cartoon  
or anime is coming up with an idea.

An idea might come from one creator 
working alone. Or a team of artists, 
writers, and animators might all help.

Ideas and  
Imagination
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Cartoons and anime tell all 
kinds of stories. They can be 
about normal people or be 
tales that are more magical.

If something can be 
drawn, it can be turned 
into a cartoon or anime!
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