


Tools for Parents & Teachers
Grasshopper Books enhance imagination  
and introduce the earliest readers  
to fun storylines and illustrations.  
The easy-to-read text supports early 
reading experiences with repetitive 
sentence patterns and sight words.

Before Reading
• �Discuss the cover illustration.  

What do readers see?
• �Look at the glossary together. 

Discuss the words.

During Reading
• ��“Walk” through the book with the 

reader. Discuss new or unfamiliar 
words. Sound them out together.

• ��Look at the illustrations. When and 
where does the story take place? 
What is happening in the story?

After Reading
• ��Prompt the child to think more.  

Ask: What is your favorite Chinese 
myth? Why?
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Gods, Heroes, and Dragons

The Jade Emperor ruled heaven. He met 
with other Chinese gods and goddesses. 
They had important jobs. Gods who did  
a good job got happiness and luck!  
Gods who did not were punished.
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Ancient Chinese people thought gods,  
like Mazu, could help them. Mazu had power 
over the sea. She protected fishermen. Other 
gods could hurt people. Stories about gods 
and heroes are known as mythology.
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Lei Gong was the god of  
thunder. He punished people  
who did bad things. One day,  
two robbers stole from  
a man who was blind.  
Lei Gong beat a drum 
loudly as a warning.  
It sounded like thunder.  
The robbers did not stop,  
so Lei Gong hit them with  
a hammer. Since then,  
thunder reminds people  
to be good.
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The Yellow Emperor was a god who ruled 
half the world. He battled Yan Di, the god 
of fire, for the other half. The Yellow 
Emperor led animals into battle. He won!

Yan Di
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The Yellow Emperor ruled for many 
years. He is an ancestor of Chinese 
people. When he was done ruling 
Earth, he rode a dragon to heaven!
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