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CHAPTER 1

The Zambezi River flows in Africa.
Along the border of Zambia and

Zimbabwe, it drops! It falls nearly
355 feet (108 meters).
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

The nearby Lozi and Sotho-Tswana
peoples call the falls Mosi-oa-Tunya.
It means “the smoke that thunders.”
Why do you think they call it that?



CHAPTER 2

HOW THE FALLS
FORMED

The falls started forming millions of years
ago. Volcanoes erupted. They covered the
area in lava. The lava cooled. It formed a
plateau made of basalt rock. The basalt
cooled more. It cracked.
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At one point, a lake covered the plateau.
Sediment in the water filled the cracks.
More piled on. Sediment on top pushed down
sediment on the bottom. This pressure
caused the bottom sediment to harden.

It turned to sandstone.






