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The ELI Readers collection is a complete 
range of books and plays for readers of all 
ages, ranging from captivating contemporary 
stories to timeless classics. There are four 
series,  each catering for a different age 
group: First ELI Readers, Young ELI Readers, 
Teen ELI Readers and Young Adult ELI 
Readers. The books are carefully edited and 
beautifully illustrated  to capture the essence 
of the stories and plots.

For this series of 
ELI graded readers, 
we have planted 
5000 new trees.

The portrait of Lord Methody, the founder 
of Methody School is missing. But who could 
want the portrait of this unpopular man and 
why? Harriet Holmes and her friends, Violet 
and John set out to solve the mystery – but 
has Harriet got the detective skills of her 
father? Read and find out! 

In this reader you will find:
-	 Games and language activities
- 	A picture dictionary
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My name is Jane and 
I live in a beautiful 
Spanish city, Madrid. 
I’m an English 
author of children’s 
books. I’ve always 
loved creating 
stories and songs 
for children. 
The best ideas 
come to me while… 
I’m jogging!

I live in a very big city, 
Buenos Aires. 
I have been drawing 
all my life, ever since 
I was a child 
as I didn’t have a TV. 
I enjoy most of all 
drawing comic strips 
and picturing myself 
and my kids in the 
illustrations that 
I create.

Eli Readers is a beautifully illustrated
series of timeless classic and original
stories for learners of English.

www.eligradedreaders.com The pleasure of Reading

The FSC™ certification guarantees that 
the paper used in these publications 
comes from certified forests, promoting 
responsible forestry management worldwide.
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ethody School for boys and girls was 

a large stone building on a hill near 

a wood. Before it was a school it was 

called Methody Hall and was the home of Lord 

Methody. Lord Methody was always angry 

with his sons and daughters. In fact, he was 

always angry with everyone! When he died, he 

left Methody Hall to become Methody School.
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3

In the entrance hall of the school there was a 

portrait of Lord Methody. Lord Methody looked 

frightening and unfriendly! Above the portrait 

was the school motto, “Qui laborant pro” – Those 

who work hard will succeed.  
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3 One day, the children were all having dinner in 

the dining room. Harriet, the daughter of the 

famous detective, Sherlock Holmes, was with her 

friends, Violet and John. Everyone was excited 

because there were only two days before the 

school holidays. Suddenly, the head teacher 

came into the dining room and rang her bell. 

The maths teacher, Mr Blackthorn, was with her. 

They looked very serious. There was silence. 
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‘The portrait of Lord Methody has disappeared 

from the entrance hall. Everyone must stay at 

school until the thief returns the portrait,’ said

the head teacher.
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4 After dinner, Harriet was in the science lab 

with Ms Hilliard, the science teacher. ‘Why 

did someone take that portrait?’ asked Harriet 

thoughtfully. Ms Hilliard looked nervous. ‘I know 

why,’ she said. ‘I heard ...’ but just then the head 

teacher came into the room. ‘Ms Hilliard, I want 

you to go to the London Teachers Conference,’ 

she said. ‘But Mr Blackthorn, the maths teacher, 

is going,’ said Ms Hilliard, surprised. ‘No, he 

isn’t,’ said the head teacher. ‘He wants to stay 

here to look for the thief. You go, please.’
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Ms Hilliard didn’t want to go but she had to 

do what the head teacher said. She got into a 

taxi and went off to the conference in London. 

Harriet, John and Violet watched her go.

7

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



Activity Pages

Read and write the names. 1

28

1	 He was the bad character in the story.
	 _________________
2 	She told the children the portrait was missing.
	 _________________
3 	He was a secret policeman. _________________
4 	She was Harriet’s friend. She didn’t like maths.
	 _________________
5 	She knew the portrait had gold in it. She wanted 	
	 to tell Harriet. _________________
6 	He hid under Ms Hilliard’s desk in the science lab.
	 _________________
7 	Harriet explained the whole story to him.
	 _________________
8 	She discovered the thief by noticing a nose and
	 a leaf. _________________

Harriet Violet John Ms Hilliard      

Sniggins  Mr Blackthorn     Head
teacher

Sherlock 
Holmes  
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