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The ELI Readers collection is a complete 
range of books and plays for readers of all 
ages, ranging from captivating contemporary 
stories to timeless classics. There are four 
series,  each catering for a different age 
group: First ELI Readers, Young ELI Readers, 
Teen ELI Readers and Young Adult ELI 
Readers. The books are carefully edited and 
beautifully illustrated  to capture the essence 
of the stories and plots.

The FSC™ certification guarantees that 
the paper used in these publications 
comes from certified forests, promoting 
responsible forestry management worldwide.

For this series of 
ELI graded readers, 
we have planted 
5000 new trees.

Uncle Jack and the children were relaxing 
in their garden when there was a call from 
Berta Black, Uncle Jack’s friend from Alaska.
She was phoning about a bear problem. Berta 
Black had a simple plan to save the bears, but 
that was before some thieves arrived! 
Join Uncle Jack, Berta and the children on 
this action-packed adventure and learn 
something about sharing the world with 
animals on the way.

Link to 2030 Sustainable Development Goals
Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities
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Vocabulary areas
The home, sports and 
leisure, food

Grammar and 
structures
Past simple regular 
and irregular forms
Verb + infinitive
Verb + ing
Infinitive of purpose
Adverbs
Relative clauses

Expressions 
Wait a minute! 
Look! There it is! 
What’s that? 
Oh no! 
That’s a fantastic 
idea! 
Let’s do it! 
Hello! Welcome to …
How exciting!
Can you … please?

My name is Jane and 
I live in a beautiful 
Spanish city, Madrid.
I’m an English 
author of children’s 
books. I’ve always 
loved creating 
stories and songs 
for children.
The best ideas 
come to me while… 
I’m jogging!

I live in a very big city, 
Buenos Aires.
I have been drawing 
all my life, ever since
I was a child 
as I didn’t have a TV. 
I enjoy most of all 
drawing comic strips 
and picturing myself 
and my kids in the 
illustrations that
I create.
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Files

Look on the inside front cover 
to find out how to download  
the free multimedia files.

Downloadable 
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Illustrated by Gustavo Mazali
Eli Readers is a beautifully illustrated
series of timeless classic and original
stories for learners of English.
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Extra activities online
To get the most out of each reader, you can find 
extra activities for each title on our website 
www.eligradedreaders.com

•  Extra activities for students
•  Extra resources for teachers

• Download the ELILINK app from

• Use the ELILINK app

• Scan the cover

To download the multimedia files

Download MP3 audio files from 
www.eligradedreaders.com

With smartphone or tablet

With PC or Mac

Link to 2030 Sustainable Development Goals
Goal 11: Sustainable cities and communities
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Uncle Jack and
the Bear Adventure
Illustrated by Gustavo Mazali
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ncle Jack and the children were in the 

garden. Daisy and May were playing 

badminton and Jim was busy with 

his homework. Suddenly, the phone 

rang. ‘Jim, can you answer the phone, 

please?’ asked Uncle Jack. 
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‘It’s your friend, Berta Black, from Alaska.

She’s phoning from Anchorage. There’s a problem 

with bears,’ said Jim. Uncle Jack said, ‘Bears? 

Tell Berta we’re coming!’ ‘Bears?’ asked Daisy 

and May. ‘How exciting!’ said the children.
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Uncle Jack and the children (and Grumpy the 

dog) put on warm sweaters and coats and hats 

and scarves. They flew in the balloon over the 

ocean. They saw whales and dolphins and islands 

with forests and mountains and waterfalls.

3

Look! There’s 
Anchorage! 
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Berta Black’s address was 44 Forest Street.

It was a big house with three floors, a garage,

a basement and a big balcony. Berta was on the 

balcony. 

4

Hello! Welcome 
to Anchorage!
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Berta Black told them about the bears. ‘There are 

many bears in the countryside around Anchorage. 

Anchorage is growing bigger and bigger, so we’re 

living with the bears, but some people aren’t careful. 

They don’t put rubbish in the bin and they leave 

food outside. They don’t shut their doors at night 

and they leave the windows open. 

Bears always look for food and they learn where to 

look! Four young bears come to my street every day!’
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Activity Pages

Put a tick (3) beside the good characters in 
the story and a cross (7) beside the bad ones.

1

28

Complete with the names from Activity 1 
and the words in the box.

2

One day 1 _____________ phoned 2 _____________.
There was a problem with 3 _____________ near her 
house in 4 _____________! 5 _____________ had a 
plan to take the bears to Denali National Park in
her 6 _____________ and she wanted 7 _____________
and 8 _____________ to help her. On the way
9 _____________ took the caravan! They followed 
them to the Fun Activity Caravan Park. They caught 
the bears and took them to Denali.
The 10 _____________ got a big fright and promised 
never to steal anything again! 

Berta Black the children two thieves Uncle Jack 
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Circle the rhyming words which are 
spelt the same way in the same colour. 
Complete the poem.

3

Read the story again and write words
in the categories.

4

29

Bears in Alaska
_________ here and _________  _________

_________ in Alaska, _______________!
They sniff the _________

And give us a _________

But we must _________

And we must _________

It’s only _________!
_________ here and _________  _________

_________ in Alaska, _______________!

care fairbears scare

air share everywherethere

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

____________________

____________________

____________________

floors noodles roller skating
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