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Book brief

1 Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, was one of
Shakespeare’s most popular plays during his
lifetime and is still very famous all over the
world today.

2 This tragedy written between 1599 and 1601 i

S
Shakespeare’s longest play. \
3 Set in Denmark, the play tells the stor
Prince Hamlet and his revenge agai @ ncle

Claudius.

4 Claudius has killed Hamlet’ o become
king and marry Hamle .

L 4
5 Main themes incl &dness, the impossibility

of certainty ? ystery of death.
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Main Characters

Hamlet

Prince of Denmark Geﬂmde

the Queefi, Hamlet's mother,
now wife of Claudius

Ophelia
Polonius’daughter

H"era

: j_ nlet’s best mend
B




Claudius

King of Denmark,

Hamilet's uncle Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern

studertt fnends of Hamlet

Polonius

the King s friend



Beforeyou Read - Act1

Reading (a2key

© Choose the correct word (A, B or C) to complete the text.

If you can, go ...£0.... the theatre to see a play. It's so different from watching
a film on television. At the theatre, the actors (1) ........... on the stage in
front of you. It's much (2) ........... exciting than television because they
aren't recording the story, but (3) ........... is happening as you watch them:
They move about the stage speaking (4) ........... parts and you feel you are
living this moment with (5) ........... . It’s like going to a concert to see your
favourite singer or band which is much better (6) ........... listening:to their
music on the radio or watching a video of them. Shakespearetwrote plays
about history, love and also sad stories (7) .......... are calledtragedies’.
Hamlet was one of Shakespeare’s most popular tragedies when he was alive.
It’s still popular even today and you can see it at theatres(8) ........... over the
world. People think that Shakespeare wrote Hamlet between 1599 and 1602.
It’s his (9) ....ceone. play and is the sad story of @young man, Hamlet, who
wants to know if it’s true that his uncle, Claudius, killed his brother, Hamlet’s
father, in order to (10) ........... king of Dénmark. His father is dead and his
mother, Gertrude, is now marrigd to histuncle, Claudius. Hamlet feels very
alone and is lucky to have his good friend, Horatio. Horatio tries to help
Hamlet, but the story is very sad at the’end, as you'll see.

A at B-ter Cin
1 Aare B is C was
2 Avery B.most C more
3 Aeverybody B everything C everywhere
4 Ayour B our C their
5 Athem B him Cus
6 Aas B than C that
7 A which B who C when
8 Aall B each C every
9 Alonger B most long Clongest k&

10 A became B become C begin \



Listening .usv
» 2 @ Listen to Act 1 Scene 1and choose the right answer, A, B or C.
Elsinore Castle is in
M A Denmark.
[0 B England.
[0 € Scotland.

1 Before seeing the ghost, Horatio tells Marcellus
[0 A heisn't afraid of ghosts.
[0 B he doesn't believe in ghosts.

[0 € he dreams about ghosts every night. \
2 Marcellus saw the ghost for the first time with o
O A Hamlet. 0

[ B Horatio.
[ C Bernardo.

3 The ghost s like

[0 A young Hamlet.

[0 B their dead King. L/

[0 C the King of Norway. a\

4 The ghost is weari clothes he wore

[J A when he

[ € whenhe

the war.

5 Hor hinks the ghost
tsto help Norway.
ts to tell them something bad about the future of Denmark.

C wants Norway and Denmark to be friends.

6 Fortinbras wants to
[0 A go to Denmark to visit its cities.
[0 B give Denmark some countryside in Norway.

[0 C win back the Norwegian cities lost in the war.



Act ]

Scene 1

In front of Elsinore Castle, Denmark.

[Enter Horatio and Marcellus, an officer.]

MARCELLUS. Horatio, do you think it'll come again tonight?

HORATIO. My dear Marcellus, I told you before, I don’t believe in
ghosts*! I think you were dreaming the other night when you were
with Bernardo.

MARCELLUS. You're wrong, Horatio. Bernardo saw it too. Look, it’s
coming!

[Enter ghost.]

MARCELLUS. Can you see it, Horatio? Isn't it like our dead King?

HORATIO. You're right, Marcellus, this ghost is very like our poor
dead King. I'll try to speak to it, even if I'm afraid of it. Ghost, why
have you come herethis night?

MARCELLUS. Ohno! It’s going away. Maybe it’s angry.

HORATIO. No! Wait! Speak to us!

[Exit ghost.]

MARCELLUS. Do you believe me now, Horatio?

HORATIO. Yes,the ghost of our dear King, dressed for war. I'm afraid
this means something bad is going to happen to Denmark. When
our dear, dead King, Hamlet, won the war against Norway, he
took a lot of their cities. Now, the young Prince* of Norway,
Fortinbras, wants to make war with Denmark to win them back.
I must tell young Hamlet. Maybe the ghost will speak to him.

MARCELLUS. Yes,let’s go and tell him now!

[Exit all.]

ghost ¢ prince the King’s son
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Scene 2

A Room in the Castle. [Enter Claudius King of Denmark, Queen Gertrude,
Hamlet, Polonius and Laertes.]

KING. My dear brother, Hamlet, died not long ago, but we have
much to be happy about. I've married my brother’s wife, Queen
Gertrude, and we’ll make Denmark stronger than ever before. A
message has come from young Fortinbras. Now that my brotheris
dead, he wants the cities back that Hamlet won in the war. Never!
I've written a letter to the King of Norway, Fortinbras’ old uncle,
telling him no. Now, Laertes, what about you?

LAERTES. I came here to see you become King. Now I'd like to
return to France where [ was before.

KING. Doesyour father agree? What do you say Polonius?

POLONIUS. Yes, [ agree, my dear King.

KING. Well,you can go then, Laertes. Now, Hamlet, my nephew and
my son, why are you still so sad and wearing black?

QUEEN. Y es, good Hamlet, take off those dark clothes. Let Denmark
see that you're happy again. Stop thinking of your dead father. You
know that everybody must die one day.

HAMLET. Yes, this I know, mother, but these dark, heavy clothes
are nothing. My heart is heavier with sad thoughts for my father.

KING. Believe me, Hamlet, I understand you, but you must look to
the future now. Your father lost his father; it’s all part of nature.
Think of me as your father now. One day, you'll become King of
Denmark. So, I ask you to stay here with your mother and I and
not to go back to school in Wittenberg.

QUEEN. Yes, please, Hamlet, stay with us.

HAMLET. I'll do asyou ask, mother.

KING. Wonderful! We must have a party! Come, Gertrude.

[Exit King, Queen, Laertes and Polonius.]
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HAMLET. Oh,Iwant to die! I lost my poor father just two months ago
and already, my mother has another husband, my father’s terrible
brother. What happened to the love between my mother and father?
Now she has given her love to another man, so easily and so soon!
However, I can’t tell anybody these things and my heart is breaking.

[Enter Horatio and Marcellus.]

HORATIO. Hamlet, my good friend!

HAMLET. Horatio, Marcellus! Why are you here, in Elsinore?

HORATIO. We came when we heard about your father.

HAMLET. You're very kind, my good friends, but I think you also
came for my mother’s wedding*.

HORATIO. Well, yes, it all happened very quickly.

HAMLET. Too quickly for me! I can still see my father.

HORATIO. Oh! Where?

HAMLET. In my head. But why such a strange question?

HORATIO. We think we saw your father’s ghost last night.

HAMLET. What? Where?

HORATIO. Marcellus saw him the night before too, and asked me to
watch with him outside the castle last night. I didn’t believe him.
Then, I saw it with my own eyes.

HAMLET. Did you speak to this ghost?

HORATIO. Itried, butit didn’t answer. Please, come and watch with
us tonight, Hamlet. I'm sure your father’s ghost will speak to you.

HAMLET. This is all very strange. Don’t tell anybody else. I'll come
tonight between eleven and twelve.

HORATIO. We'll wait for you.

[Exit Horatio and Marcellus.]

HAMLET. Can this all be true? I'll see tonight!

[Exit Hamlet.]

wedding when two people get married Claudius and Gertrude are telling Hamlet not
to be sad anymore about his father’s death.

12






Scene 3

A Room in Polonius’ House. [Enter Laertes and Ophelia.]

LAERTES. Ophelia, my dear sister. I've come to say goodbye. I'm
going back to France and the ship is waiting for me.

OPHELIA. I'll write to you, my dear brother.

LAERTES. I'm glad of that. But remember, Ophelia, don’t listen to
Hamlet when he says he loves you. One day he’ll be King so you
can never be his wife. Don’t let him play with your love.

OPHELIA. I'll remember your words dear Laertes. Take care.

LAERTES. Don’t worry about me. Oh! Here’s father.

[Enter Polonius.)

POLONIUS. Are you still here, Laertes? Your ship is waiting for you.
But before you go, listen to your father. Remember, when you're
in France, don’t say everything you think, and don’t do everything
that comes into your head. Be nice to people, but not too friendly.
Don’t get angry with people, but don’t be too kind. Listen more
than you talk. Dress well but not too well. Don’t borrow any money
and don’t give any to anybody. Finally, always be true to yourself.

LAERTES. Thank you father for your advice but I really must go
now. Goodbye father, goodbye Ophelia, and remember my words.

[Exit Laertes.]

POLONIUS. What did Laertes say to you, Ophelia?

OPHELIA. It was about Hamlet.

POLONIUS. Recently, I've seen you and Hamlet often together.
What does Hamlet want from you?

OPHELIA. Oh father, he says he loves me!

POLONIUS. My dear daughter, youre too young to understand
about love. I'm sure Hamlet is just using you. Please, don’t speak
to him anymore.
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OPHELIA. But father, he’s done nothing to hurt me. He sends me
letters full of sweet words.

POLONIUS. Enough child! Hamlet is a prince. You can never be his
wife. Now, you're too young to know better, but when you're older
you’ll thank me.

OPHELIA. Alright father, I'll do as you ask.

[Exit all.]

sokok

Scene 4

In front of Elsinore Castle. [Enter Hamlet, Horatio, and Marcellus.]

HAMLET. It’s a very cold night. What time is it?

[sound of music.]

HORATIO. Almost midnight.I can hear music. Where’s it coming from?

HAMLET. It’s the King. He’s having a party. He does this often, and
all the world is laughing at Denmark! It’s terrible!

[Enter ghost.]

HORATIO. Look, Hamlet, the ghost is here.

HAMLET. Ah! You're so like my father. Please, speak to me.

HAMLET. Look, my friends, it wants me to follow it.

MARCELLUS. Don’t go, Hamlet!

HORATIO. Yes, stay with us. Maybe it’s dangerous.

HAMLET. Then,I'll stay here near the castle, but leave me alone with
the ghost.

HORATIO. Alright. Come Marcellus, we’ll wait for Hamlet inside.

[Exit Horatio and Marcellus.)

HAMLET. Now we're alone, speak to me.

GHOST. Hamlet, I'm the ghost of your father and I've come to tell
you how I died.

HAMLET. 'm listening.



Hamlet meets his
father’s ghost.

GHOST. Everyone thinks a snake killed me, but while I was sleeping
in my garden, somebody came and put poison* in my ear. That
snake is now King of Denmark.

HAMLET. Do you mean, Claudius, your brother, killed you?

GHOST. Yes...Nowyou must kill Claudius for me, but don’t hurt your
mother and don’t tell anybody about our meeting.

HAMLET. I'll do all you ask, dear father.

GHOST. Morning is here, | must go, dear Hamlet, but remember me.

[Exit ghost.]

HAMLET. Oh sad day! Horatio and Marcellus mustn’t speak about the
ghost and I can’t tell them my father’s terrible story. I must keep it
in my heavy heart and I'll act* as if 'm mad* to cover my plans.

[Enter Horatio and Marcellus.]

HORATIO. Hamlet, we couldn’t wait anymore. We were worried.

MARCELLUS. Are you alright, Hamlet?

HAMLET. Yes,but sadder than before.

HORATIO. Please, tell us what happened. Did the ghost speak to you?

HAMLET. Yes;and now my heart is heavier than before.

HORATIO. But why? Tell us dear Hamlet. Maybe we can help.

HAMLET. 'm sorry, my friends, but I can say nothing. But one thing,
I must ask you. Please, don’t tell anybody about what you've seen.

HORATIO. We won’t,you can be sure of that.

MARCELLUS. Can we help you in any other way?

HAMLET. Tryto understand me and don’t listen to the others when
they say 'm mad.

HORATIO. Of course you aren’'t mad, Hamlet!

HAMLET. Remember this well in the future my dear friends. Now let’s
go and sleep. The night has been very long and full of dark thoughts.

[Exit all.]

poison | @ act (here) to move and talk in a way which
po'T;;n isn't normal for you
mad crazy
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After-Reading Activities » Act 1

Stop & Check

© Put the sentences about Act 1in the right order (1 to 10).

A [ Laertes tells his sister, Ophelia, to be careful about Hamlet..

B [ The ghost tells Hamlet how he died.

C [ The King and Queen ask Hamlet to stay at Elsinore Castle.

D [ Polonius tells his daughter, Ophelia, that Hamlet is probably using her.
E Horatio sees the ghost with Marcellus.

F [0 The King tells everybody that he has married Gertrude.

G [ Hamlet waits for the ghost with Horatio and Marcellus.

H [ Polonius gives his son, Laertes, a lot of advice.

I [0 Laertes asks the King if he can go back to Frances:
J [ Horatio tells Hamlet about the ghost.

Vocabulary

© Shakespeare wrote tragedies like the sad story of Hamlet, but he
also wrote funny plays about love called ‘comedies’.
Where do you think you canfind the following words, in tragedies or
comedies? Put T (tragedies) or € (comedies) after each word.

love
hate
enjoy
hurt
afraid
upset
sad
glad

NO UL h WN=

I LAVd ‘AT AINHH

[ LAVd ‘Al AANHH
NHANSNI HTHON OM.L HHL j €

HAAL AO HONIHd "SH IO A

Cc

HNI'THdNAD

I SAOUYAH 4O AAHNOD HH.L I

8 good -
9 worried ____
bad -
pleasant
laugh -
kiss -

10
1
12
13
14
15

ITA AUNHH

kill
hit

VIIINNAH A ) CINVYV NI IO A l
I'TAM SANA LVHL TTdM S T1V
W HIF9OVIN M
AVATONIA
AVSHVO SNI'INS
OTTAHLO |
HIINAA 40 INVHOYAN dH.L

| SNAH.LY 40 NOWILL |

AOSANIM A0 SH
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Reading (A2kev

© Complete the text about Act 1 with one word for each space.

At first Horatio says he doesn't believe ... i .. ghosts. Then, when he sees it,

he wants to speak (1) ........... it, but the ghost goes (2) ........... without saying
anything. He agrees (3) ........... Marcellus that the ghost is very like their
poor dead king, Hamlet’s father. The ghost (4) ........... dressed for war and
Horatio is afraid that something bad is going to happen to Denmark.

They decide to tell young Hamlet about what they (5) ........... just seen.
The ghost comes back (6) ........... midnight and tells Hamlet that Claudius
killed him.

Pre-Reading Activity - Act 2

Listening

O Listen to Act 2 Scene 1and decide if the following sentences are true (T)
or false (F).

Polonius has sent a friend to visit Laertes:
Ophelia is happy when she.comes to her father.
Ophelia was reading when Hamlet arrived.
Hamlet pulled Ophelia’s.arms.

Hamlet’s hair was tidy:

Hamlet didn’t say anything to Ophelia.
Polonius thinks Hamlet loves Ophelia.

N O U1 A WN =
ooboooOoOod+-
OoO0booOoOOofdm=

Polonids doesn't want to tell Ophelia’s story to the King.

LI AXIT NOA SV
M A AUNHH W
I AIVHOII
| LHOIN HLATAML W
[ DAV TA AINEH  §
[ ddvmad §

HAdavHIId
§ HANSVHN J0d HANSVAN

HITVL SCIdLNIM HHL
SANVIOROD |
VILVAOd 1O ANV ANOLNV
§ LSHdINAL AH.L
11 14Vd TA AINHH I
11 1AVd TA AANHH l
VYNOIAA 40 NVINHTLNAD OM.L AHL
LSOT SANOIVT SHAOT

SNDINOYANYV SNLIL
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