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Book brief

1 Dracula is a Gothic horror novel by Irish writer
Bram Stoker, first published in 1897.

2 It’s an ‘epistolary’ novel as the story is told
through letters, newspaper reports and what

people write in their diaries.

3 Set first in Transylvania then in Victorian \
England, it tells the story of a group.of frier
who try to destroy the vampire, D %

4 The story also shows how Vi ns were living
in a fast-changing world wi
technology and medici

L/

5 Main themes inc X()d versus evil and
madness. z
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Main Characters

Bram Stoker started
writing his notes for
Dracula around 1890.
The story takes place
around then. He tells the
story using diary entries
and letters from the
main characters.

Dr John Seward
Ayoung doctor.
He worksina
psychiatric hospital.
He’s in love
with Lucy Westenra.
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Count Dracula
A mysterious man
from Transylvania.

R. M. Renfield
One of Dr Seward’s
patients.



Jonathan Harker
Ayoung lawyer.
He’s the first person
we meet in the story.

He’s engaged to Mina.

Mina Lucy Westenra
She’s engaged Mina’s best friend.

to Jonathan Harker. She loves
She’s clever and kind. Arthur Holmwood.

Quincey P. Morris
A friend of Dr Seward
and Arthur Holmwood.
He’s an American,
Jrom Texas.
He’s also in love
with Lucy Westenra.

Arthur Holmwood Professor Van Helsing
A friend of Dr Seward. Older than the other
He wants to marry characters. He was
Lucy Westenra. Dr Seward’s professor.
He’s from Holland.
He helps everyone

in the story.



Beforeyou Read - Chapter One

Grammar

© Irregular Verbs Wordsearch. Find the past tense of the verbs in the
wordsearch and complete the sentences.

Count Dracula ......... took...... (take) me to his castle.
[ (leave) Munich at 8.35 on 1st May.
The drivers hat .....c.cccooevvueuneee. (hide) his face.

[ (see) the castle in the distance.
[ (wake) up late and went downstairs.
......................... (throw) a bag on the floor.

[ (write) two letters, yesterday.

VW O N O U A WN =
0O
o)
c
=]
a
O
=
QU
0
c
o

Lucy ceereeien, (hear) a strange noise.
The bat ..o (fly) near to the window.
Mina .o, (learn) how to type.

10 We .., (can) see the lights from. the ships.
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Vocabulary

© Write the words on the right under the pictures below, then match
them to the correct definition.

station
abbéy
chapel
hotel
castle

hospital

1 [ A place where people catch a train.

2 [ A very large church (people live(d) there).
3 [0 A place where ill people stay.or live.

4 [ A small church, sometimes private.

5 [ A very, very large house, often on a hill.

6 [ A place where tourists can stay.

Writing

© O Draculaiis a Gothic horror story. In Chapter One, we meet
Jonathan Harker. He’s travelling to Castle Dracula. Tick the
adjectives you think you'll read.

[ beautiful O light
[0 dangerous O old

[0 dark O safe
O fat O small
O huge O thin
[0 modern O ugly

© O Write six pairs of opposites from the list of adjectives.



Count Dracula’s
Castle

Jonathan Harker’s Diary — 3" May, Bistritz

I left Munich at 8.35 in the evening on Ist May and I arrived early the
next morning. My train was an hour late, so I didn’t have a lot of time
to visit Budapest. But, it’s a lovely place: The West meets the East
here: some of the places in the town are almost Turkish. The bridges
over the River Danube are beautiful.

Thefollowing morning, weleft ontime. We arrived in Klausenburgh
late in the evening. I stayed the night at the Hotel Royal. I had an
excellent dinner; chicken with hot red pepper. I asked the waiter
about it. It’s a national dish called paprika hendl. I must ask for the
recipe* I want to give it to Mina.

I'm going to meet an important man. He lives in Castle Dracula.
He’s a count* The castle is in the east of the country. It’s between
Transylvania, Moldavia and Bukovina. It’s in the middle of the
Carpathian Mountains. 'm going to his castle tomorrow. The count
wants to buy a house in England. Mr Hawkins, my employer* has sent
me here. We've found a large house for the count. It’s in the village of
Carfax. I have some drawings to show the count. I also took some
photographs with my Kodak* It’s quite an old house, but Mr Hawkins
says it’s perfect for the count. I hope Count Dracula likes it.

recipe instructions on how to cook something employer the person you work for
count an important person, like a lord Kodak (here) a type of camera
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I didn’t sleep very well after my dinner. My bed was comfortable,
but I had a lot of strange dreams. A dog was howling* under my
window. It howled for a lot of the night. I was also very thirsty,
perhaps because of the paprika* I had more paprika for breakfast in
a dish called impletata. It was also very good. I must ask for the recipe
for this dish, too.

After breakfast, | went to the station. My train was at 8 o’clock and
the journey was beautiful. We passed small towns, castles, hills and
rivers. It was early evening when I arrived here, in Bistritz. An old lady
at the Golden Krone hotel was expecting* me. She gave me a letter
from Count Dracula. It has directions for my journey tomorrow.

4* May

I'm writing this while I'm waiting for the coach* The coach is
going to take me to Count Dracula’s castle. This morning, I asked
the old lady and her husband about Count Dracula. I asked about
his castle. They looked very frightened. Then they made the sign of
the cross* several times. They said they didn’t know anything. They
didn’t want to talk about it. A little later, the old lady came to speak
to me, ‘Do you have to go, Sir? Do you have to go? Tomorrow is St.
George’s Day. Tonight, at midnight, all the bad things in the world will
happen. You don’t understand. Don’t go, Sir. Please wait until after St.
George’s Day’

Then, she took a cross from her neck. ‘For your mother, she said
and she put the cross around my neck. It was very strange. I must ask
the count about it.

Ah! Here’s the coach! Goodbye for now.

howl make a noise like a dog when it cries coach (here) a type of transport with horses
paprika made from dried pepper, it's a deep make the sign of the cross draw a picture of a
orange-red colour cross in the air

expect (here) know someone is coming
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5" May — The Castle

I got on the coach and waited for the driver. He was talking to
the old lady. They were talking about me. I didn’t understand a lot of
what they said, so I opened my little language dictionary. The words I
heard didn’t make me feel very happy. I heard stregoica - witch* then
vrolok and vlkoslak — wolf* or vampire*! I must ask the count about
this, too.

When the coach left, there were alot of people at the coach station.
They all made the sign of the cross. Then they pointed two fingers
towards me. Again, I didn’t feel very happy. I asked another passenger
about this. He said that it was a sign against evil* The people wanted
to protect* me. But why? I didn’t understand.

This journey was also very beautiful. The fields were green and
the apple trees and cherry trees were full of flowers. In the distance*,
we could see the snowy mountains. The coach driver drove very fast,
but sometimes the road was difficult. “These hills are difficult for the
horses, I said to the driver. ‘At home, we usually walk if the horses
have problems: Why don’t we walk?’

But the driver didn’t want us to walk. ‘The dogs here are evil, he
said. ‘It’s too dangerous to walk’

It began to get dark. The driver stopped for a moment. He lit*
the lamps on the coach. Then, we started again. He was driving even
more quickly. He seemed* frightened of something. The horses
seemed tired, but the driver didn’t stop. He went faster and faster.
We were getting near to my meeting place. The place where I had to
meet Count Dracula’s driver.

When we arrived, it was completely dark. There was no-one there.

wolf an animal, like a dog protect stop something bad
vampire a monster with big teeth, happening to someone

it drinks blood in the distance far away

evil badness (n), bad (ad)) lit irreqular past form - to light/lit/lit

seem give the idea that
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All the other passengers wanted me to stay on the coach. They wanted
me to go to Bukovina. Then, there was a sound in the distance. It was
the sound of horses. We could see lights, too. Count Dracula’s coach
was coming!

The count’s driver got down from the coach. He was a tall man
with a large black hat. His hat covered his face, but I could see his
eyes. They looked red in the light from our lamps. He went towards*
our driver and said, ‘Why are you so early? Did you want to miss me?
Don’t you want the gentleman to come with me?’

He smiled. It was a hard smile. He had very thin lips* and very
sharp* white teeth. Our driver seemed afraid and he didn’t answer.

I got onto the count’s coach. The count’s driver helped me.
I could see that he was incredibly* strong. The four huge* black
horses started off very fast. I was cold. I was also a little afraid. The
driver put a coat around me and we went on, into the night. I looked
at my watch in the light from the lamps. It was nearly midnight. In
the distance, I heard a wolf howl. Then another, and another. It got
louder and louder. I was afraid and the horses were afraid, too. The
driver spoke to them and they became quiet. He wasn’t afraid.

It got colder and colder. Snow started to fall. Suddenly, in the
distance, I saw a blue light. The driver saw it, too. He got down from
the coach and went towards the light. He held up his hand. The wolves
stopped howling. Then, strangely, the wolves disappeared*.

We drove on. Then, I saw it. The castle in the distance. Count
Dracula’s castle. The horses took us to the front of the castle. It was
huge, dark and frightening*.

The driver helped me down from the coach. Again, I saw that

towards to, near huge very big

lips your mouth has two lips disappear if something disappears, you
sharp a knife is sharp, it can cut you can't see it anymore

incredibly very, unbelievably frightening that makes you afraid
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Count Dracula
opens the door.

he was very strong. He put my bags down next to me. Then, he
disappeared with the coach and horses. I was alone. I was alone in
front of the huge castle door. I stood in silence* and looked for a bell*,
I couldn’t see one. I was frightened; I didn’t know what to do. What
kind of place was this? Where was I?

I waited and waited. It seemed like a very long time. Then I heard
something. Someone was coming to the door. Slowly, the huge door
opened. A tall man stood in front of me. He was holding a lamp. He
had a long, white moustache* and was very pale* He was dressed
completely in black. He spoke to me in excellent English, “‘Welcome
to my home. Please come in.

Then he shook my hand* His hands were incredibly strong.
It almost hurt me. ‘Count Dracula?’ I asked.

‘Yes, 'm Dracula. Welcome to my home, Mr Harker. Come in. The
night is cold and you'’re probably tired and hungry’

Then he picked up my bags and I followed him. He took me up
the stairs and along along corridor* More stairs! Then along another
corridor. The castle seemed dark and depressing* At the end of the
second corridor, he opened a huge door. ‘Here. This is your room.
I hope you'll be comfortable’

I'washappy to see the room was full of light. There was a beautiful
fire:“Thank you. 'm sure I will be, I said.

‘Now, when you're ready, please come downstairs for supper’

The count left me. I washed and I changed my clothes. Then,
I went downstairs to have something to eat. The food was excellent.

in silence without speaking or making a shake someone’s hand take someone’s
noise hand when you say hello (shake/shook/
bell you ring this so someone will open the shaken)

door of their house corridor along room with doors going to
moustache the man on the next page has a other rooms

moustache between his nose and mouth depressing sad

pale (here) white
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There was some chicken, some cheese and some salad. The count
didn’t eat anything. ‘T had my supper before you arrived, he said.

While I ate my supper, I looked at the count. He was tall, with a
thin, sharp nose. He had a lot of hair on his head, but he also had hair
on his hands. His face was pale and his lips were blood red. His teeth
were very white and very sharp. Two of them were longer. These two
teeth came over his lips. They looked like a dog’s teeth. He looked very
strange.

‘And now you must go to bed, said the count. ‘Sleep for as long as
you want.’

In the distance, we could hear the wolves howling.

‘Listen to them. Listen to the music they make. They're like the
children of the night!’ said the count.

I'was surprised. I didn’t like the sound of the wolves.

7" May

I had a good day yesterday. I woke up late and went downstairs.
Breakfast was ready. There was a note on the table.

I have to go away for some time today. Enjoy your breakfast. Do not
wait for me = D.

After breakfast, [ looked around the castle. It’s a very strange place.
A lot of the doors are locked* It’s very quiet. The only sounds I hear
are the sounds of the wolves. In some rooms, there’s some beautiful
furniture and there are some beautiful pictures. In other rooms,
some of the furniture is dirty and old. I haven't seen any servants™*
Strangely, there are no mirrors in the castle. I used my small travel
mirror to shave* this morning.

This afternoon, I found a kind of library. I was very happy to find

locked closed with a key shave what a man does to take hair off his
servant a person who cleans or helps in the face
house
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some English books in there. The count says I can use the library at
any time. I can also go into any rooms in the castle, except the rooms
which are locked.

In the evening, he asked me about the great house in Carfax. I told
him about it. I showed him my Kodak photographs of it. It’s not a
very nice place. It’s old and big and a little bit depressing. It has an
old chapel* in the gardens. There’s a psychiatric hospital near it, but
there aren’t many houses. The count thinks that’s a good thing. He
doesn’t like places which are full of people. He likes old places. He
seems happy with it. I still think he’s a very strange man. Again, we
talked until late. Again, I had my supper alone: The count didn’t eat
with me.

8" May

I woke up late this morning. I seem to be living my life at night, not
during the day. While I was shaving, the count came into my room.
I was surprised, so I cut myself. I couldn’t see him in my mirror!
I turned around and he saw the blood on my face. He tried to attack*
me. He seemed to want my blood! Then, his hand touched* the cross
on my neck. He moved back. Almost immediately, he became calm*
Then, he surprised me again. He took my mirror and threw it out of the
window. It broke into a thousand pieces. Now, how am I going to shave?

I had my breakfast alone. The count wasnt there. It’s strange,
I've never seen him eat or drink. After breakfast, I looked around
the castle some more. It’s on the edge* of a very high cliff* Below it,
there’s a huge forest. More importantly, there isn’t an exit. All the doors
are locked. The only way out is through the very high windows. An
impossible exit. It’s a prison* and I'm a prisoner. 'm a prisoner here!

chapel small private church edge the outside part of something
attack want to hurt someone

touch feel with your hands cliff m

calm quiet, not angry
prison somewhere you can't get away from
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Reading .usv

@ Choose the correct answer, A, B, or C for each question about
Chapter One.

1 When did Jonathan leave Munich?
A [ In the morning. B [ In the afternoon.
C [ In the evening.

2 Jonathan Harper thinks Budapest is...
A [ beautiful. B [ too small.
C [ not modern enough.

3 At the Hotel Royal, Jonathan Harper...
A [Jhad one meal. B [ stayed the

C [ had an uncomfortable bed.

4 Who's Mr Hawkins?
A [ Jonathan’s employer. B [ The coach driver.
C [ A passenger on the coach.

5 Who does Jonathan get a letter fr itz?
A [ His friend. B n@ C [ Count Dracula.

Grammar 4\
OO0 Questions. Put m in the correct order to make questions

astle?/Where

OO Now answer your questions!
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Vocabulary

(3) Geographical Features. Add the vowels (a,e,i,o,u) to complete the
words. Then write the word next to the description below.

mOUnt@in

f_r_st

f__Id

h_ll

cl _ff

r—v_r

U A W N =

a [ Farmers grow things in one of these.

b [ Everest is a high one of these.

¢ [ Count Dracula’s castle is on one of these.
d [ The Danube is one of these.

e [ There are lots of trees here.

f [ A small mountain.

Listening

» 3 @O Listen to th @ Jonathan Harker’s diary. Are these
sentence or false (F)? Tick the correct box.

J‘an is a prisoner in the castle.
1 unt has a lot of servants.
unt never talks to Jonathan.
ée count is interested in history.
4 Count Dracula has a son called Attila.

5 Jonathan thinks the count is dangerous.
6 Jonathan has written to Mina.
7 Jonathan has a lot of bad dreams.

ooooooOd-
Ooo0ooooOodm.

OO Now read Chapter Two and check your answers.
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