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The story of Romeo and Juliet is probably the most 
famous love story of all time. It is set in mediaeval Verona 
and follows Romeo, son of the house of Montague as he 
falls in love with Juliet, daughter of the house of Capulet.
Unfortunately, the two families hate each other so there’s 
no hope for Romeo and Juliet. William Shakespeare’s play
is retold here as an exciting story for learners of English.

In this reader you will find:
- Information about William Shakespeare’s life
- A section focusing on background and context
- A glossary of difficult words
- Comprehension and grammar activities including A2 Key 

style exercises and 21st century skills activities
- Final test
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Romeo and Juliet was one of Shakespeare’s most 
popular plays during his lifetime and is still one 
of the most performed plays by Shakespeare 
today.

Many films, operas, ballets and musicals like 
West Side Story are based on Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet.

Set in Verona, Italy, it tells the tragic love story of 
two teenagers, Romeo and Juliet, whose families, 
the Capulets and the Montagues, hate each other.

Friar Laurence tries to help the young couple, 
but with fatal results.

Main themes include young love and fate.
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Main Characters

Juliet
13-year-old daughter 

of Capulet

Lady Capulet
Juliet’s mother

Lord Capulet
Juliet’s father and the 

head of the house of 
Capulet

Tybalt
Juliet’s cousin

Romeo
The teenage son 

of the Montague family
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Lord Montague
Romeo’s father and head 
of the house of Montague

Benvolio
Romeo’s cousin

Mercutio
Romeo’s friend 

and Prince Escalus’s
relative

The nurse
Juliet’s 

old nanny

Friar Laurence
Romeo’s teacher 

and friend

Count Paris
Lord Capulet’s friend

Prince Escalus
Ruler of Verona
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Grammar
1	Irregular Verbs. Find the past tense of the verbs in the wordsearch 

and complete the sentences.
	 The servants ........................ (hear) people talking behind them.
1	 Romeo ........................ (see) a beautiful girl at the party.
2	 Tybalt ........................ (run) out of the room.
3	 Friar Laurence ........................ (know) a lot about herbs.
4	 Juliet’s nurse ........................ (sit) down. She was tired.
5	 Mercutio ........................ (fall) down. He was hurt.
6	 Romeo ........................ (hide) behind the desk in the friar’s study.
7	 Juliet ........................ (feel) brave.
8	 Friar Laurence ........................ (speak) to everybody.
9	 They ........................ (take) the sleeping Juliet away.
10	 Romeo ........................ (give) a letter to his servant.
11	 Romeo ........................ (think) Juliet was dead.

heard

	 F	 O	 L	 L	 Y	 G	 O	 O	 D	 E
	 X	 H	 T	 H	 E	 A	 R	 D	 E	 R
	 C	 I	 I	 H	 A	 V	 T	 O 	 R	 J
	 P	 S	 K	 D	 O	 I	 A	 L	 F	 X
	 O	 O	 P	 T	 R	 U	 S	 C	 S	 F
	 C	 I	 K	 O	 M	 A	 G 	 A	 V	 E
	 H	 O	 N	 O	 K	 F	 F	 H	 L	 L
	 M	 R	 E	 K	 C	 E	 S	 A	 T	 L
	 S	 A	 W	 R	 E 	 L	 T	 O	 R	 Y
	 S	 N	 U 	 N	 D	 T	 R	 A	 C	 K

Before you Read  •  Chapter One
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Vocabulary 
2 Match the pictures to the dictionary defi nitions.

1 potion /ʹpəʊʃn/ A potion is a magic drink. It can be a good thing 
 or a bad thing.

2 dagger /ʹdӕgə/ You use a dagger to fi ght. It’s a type of knife. 
 It is shorter than a sword.

3 sword /sɔːd/ A sword is like a very long dagger. In the past, 
 people used swords to fi ght. Now they don’t.

4 poison /ʹpɔɪzn/ A poison is something very dangerous. 
 If you eat or drink poison, you can die.

5 plague /pleɪg/ A plague is something that makes people very ill. 
 It usually goes quickly from one person to another.
 People often die if there’s a plague.

Vocabulary and Writing
3 Use the opposites in the box. Fill the gaps. Guess the answers to the 

questions.

wise - violent - happy - cold - lovely - dead - poor - old

In the story… My guess
1   Is the weather in Verona hot or ................... ?
2   Is the Capulet family rich or ................... ?
3   Is Romeo a young man or an ................... man?
4   Is Mercutio a sad man or a ................... man?
5   Is Tybalt a calm man or a ................... man?
6   Is Juliet horrible or ................... ?
7   Is Friar Laurence a stupid man or a ................... man?
8   At the end of the story, is Juliet alive or ................... ?

A  ■■ B  ■■ C  ■■ D  ■■ E  ■■
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tragic  very sad
servant  a person who does jobs like cooking or 
cleaning for a rich person
main  the most important
voice  we speak or sing with our voice

gang  a group of people, often people who 
fight
fight  hit and hurt
towards  to

Our story is a tragic*  story of love and hate. It’s a story of love between 
two young people and hate between their two families. Hate between 
the Montagues and the Capulets. The Montague family and the 
Capulet family were two of the richest families in the beautiful city 
of Verona, but they hated each other. The heads of the two families 
hated each other, the children hated each other, even the servants* 
hated each other.

Our story starts on a very hot day in the summer. Everyone was 
feeling very hot and very angry. Some servants from the Capulet 
family were walking across the main* square in Verona. They were 
chatting. Suddenly, they heard voices* behind them.

‘Look, Capulet dogs!’ the voices shouted.
The servants quickly turned round. They saw a gang* of Montague 

servants on the other side of the square. ‘Montague rats!’ they shouted 
back, ‘Let’s fight* them!’

The Montague and Capulet servants ran towards* each other.
‘Fight, fight, fight!’ they all shouted.
The good people of Verona were all very afraid. Children stopped 

playing and ran away. People ran into their houses and closed their 
doors and windows.

“Star-crossed lovers.”
Chapter One

2

Verona is 
a city in 
northeast Italy. 
Shakespeare 
often set his 
plays in Italy. 
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nephew  your brother or sister’s son is your 
nephew
trouble  problems
keep the peace  stop fighting

sword  
attack  try to hurt somebody
prince  a king’s son
soldier  a person whose job is to fight

At that moment, a tall young man came into the square. The young 
man was Benvolio, Lord Montague’s nephew*. He hated the fighting 
between the Montague and Capulet families. He didn’t like trouble*. 
‘Stop fighting,’ Benvolio shouted. ‘Stop now!’

The servants stopped fighting for a moment, but soon started 
again. Suddenly, Benvolio saw another young man run into the 
square. ‘Tybalt!’ Benvolio shouted to him, ‘help me to stop this fight. 
Help me to keep the peace*.’

But Tybalt was an angry young man and he loved fighting. ‘Do you 
really think I’ll help you to stop this fight?’ Tybalt replied. ‘No way. 
I’m a Capulet. You’re a Montague! There can be no peace between us.’

Tybalt pulled out his sword* and attacked* Benvolio. The two 
men started fighting like dogs. Soon, more and more people came 
into the square to fight. Fathers and sons were there. Brothers and 
cousins were there. Servants and their lords were there. The noise of 
the fighting was terrible.

‘Oh, not again!’ said one old man, ‘I hate all this fighting. I’m going 
to find the prince*. Perhaps he can stop them.’

He left the square to find the prince. When he arrived at the palace, 
he asked to see the ruler of Verona. ‘I need to speak to Prince Escalus 
immediately,’ he said.

The prince soon arrived. ‘What is it, old man?’ he asked.
‘Come quickly, my Lord,’ said the old man, ‘The Montagues and 

Capulets are fighting in the streets again. Please stop them.’
The prince called his soldier*. ‘Get my horse and come with me,’ 

he shouted. The prince and his soldiers went quickly to the square.
The Montagues and the Capulets were still fighting when the 

Until 1405, 
Verona was an 
independent 
city-state with 
a prince who 
was the head 
of the people.
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William Shakespeare

The Prince arrives on his horse to stop 
the Montagues and Capulets fighting.

prince arrived in the square with his soldiers and their horses.
The sound of the horses was very loud. The prince was very angry. 

‘STOP THIS NOW!’ he shouted. ‘This is the THIRD fight between 
Montagues and Capulets THIS SUMMER. This fighting MUST STOP. 
The people of Verona are afraid and unhappy.’

Then the prince made a terrible threat*. ‘If there is another fight 
like this, you’ll DIE.’ Everybody stopped fighting. The prince called 
the heads of the families. ‘You, Capulet, come with me. Montague, I’ll 
speak to you later. Everybody else, go home or I’ll kill you all.’

The prince turned away with his horse and left the square. Lord 
Capulet followed him. Tybalt called his servants and went home. 
When the square was empty, Lord Montague called Benvolio. ‘How 
did the fight start?’ he asked.

‘It was the servants at first,’ said Benvolio, ‘I tried to stop them and 
when Tybalt arrived I asked him to help me. But he wanted to fight 
too and he attacked me.’

‘But where’s my son?’ said Lord Montague. ‘Where’s Romeo?’
‘He wasn’t at the fight,’ Benvolio explained, ‘I saw him walking this 

morning, but he wanted to be alone. I don’t know why.’
‘Yes, he seem* sad,’ Lord Montague replied*, ‘I don’t know what the 

problem is. I’ve tried asking him, but he doesn’t want to tell me.’
‘I’ll talk to him, if you want,’ said Benvolio, ‘I’ll ask him.’
‘Thank you, that’s a good idea. Look, here comes Romeo now. I’ll 

leave you to talk to him.’ Lord Montague left the square too.
‘Hello, Romeo,’ said Benvolio to his friend, ‘why are you so sad?’
‘I’m in love with a beautiful girl,’ replied Romeo, ‘I love Rosaline 

but she doesn’t love me.’

threat  when you say you’ll do something 
terrible
seem  give the idea that
reply  answer
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William Shakespeare

‘Poor Romeo. Why don’t you forget her? There are lots of other 
beautiful girls here in Verona.’

But Romeo was still very sad. ‘There’s only one girl for me and 
that’s my lovely Rosaline. I’ll never love anyone else.’

Lord Capulet returned home after his visit to the prince. He was 
pleased to see that a young friend, Count Paris, was at his house. 
Count Paris asked about Capulet’s conversation with the prince. 
‘The prince is a very fair* man. He’s angry with us, he’s angry with 
the Montagues too. He's angry with all of us and he's right,’ said Lord 
Capulet, ‘Lord Montague and I must learn to keep the peace. It’s easy 
for us old men, but it’s difficult for the younger ones.’

The two men went for a walk in the garden. Count Paris wanted 
to talk to about Capulet’s daughter. ‘Have you thought about me and 
Juliet? I still want to marry* her,’ he said.

‘My answer is still the same, sir. My daughter is only thirteen, so 
she’s still very young. But perhaps there’s a way. There’s a party at my 
house tonight. Come to the party and meet her. You can talk to her 
and dance with her. If she likes you, then you can marry her.’

‘Thank you,’ said Paris, ‘I’ll come to your party. I’ll see you tonight.’
Lord Capulet went back into the house. He called his servant and 

gave him a list of names. ‘We’re having a party tonight. Here’s a list of 
people. I want them to come to my party. Go and find them and invite 
them to my house. Tell them to come for dinner and a ball* tonight.’

‘Yes, my Lord. I’ll go immediately,’ the servant replied.
The servant left the house, but sat on the wall outside. ‘Help! What 

can I do?’ he said to himself. ‘My lord doesn’t understand, but I can’t 
read this list. I can’t read at all. I must find someone who can help me. 
Someone who can read.’

fair  a fair person does what is right for 
everybody

marry (marriage)  when two people marry 
they become husband and wife
ball  dance
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At that moment, he saw Romeo and Benvolio, who were still 
talking in the street. The servant ran to them and said, ‘Please help 
me, sirs. Lord Capulet is having a party tonight. He wants me to invite 
the people on this list, but I can’t read it. Can you help me?’

Romeo took the piece of paper from the servant. He began to read 
Lord Capulet’s list of names aloud*. 

‘Signor Martino and his wife and daughters.
Mercutio and his brother, Valentine. 
My Uncle Capulet and his wife. 
My niece* Rosaline. 
Signor Valentio and his cousin Tybalt.’
The servant was very happy. He thanked Romeo and then ran off 

to find the people on Lord Capulet’s list.
Romeo turned to Benvolio. ‘Did you hear what the servant said? 

Rosaline is going to the party. My beautiful Rosaline. My true love. I’d 
love to go, but, what can I do? It’s a Capulet party.’

‘I know,’ said Benvolio. But Benvolio was thinking. He wanted Romeo 
to forget Rosaline. He wanted Romeo to meet some other girls. Then he 
had a clever idea. ‘Why don’t you go to the party?’ he said to his friend.

‘Are you crazy, Benvolio? They’re Capulets and I’m a Montague. 
How can I go to their party?’

‘Wear a mask*. No one will know who you are. Then you can see 
Rosaline and compare* her to the other girls.’

‘Yes. That’s a good idea. Then I can see my Rosaline. I’ll go to Lord 
Capulet’s party.’

At Lord Capulet’s house, everybody was preparing for the party. 
Servants were cleaning the rooms, preparing the tables and lighting 

read aloud  read using your voice, so 
everyone can hear
niece  your brother or sister’s daughter is 
your niece

mask  
compare  when you look at two or more 
things to see what differences there are 
between them
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William Shakespeare
Lord Capulet’s servant asks Romeo and 
Benvolio to read the guest list for the party.

the candles*. The cooks were making a fine dinner. Juliet, Lord 
Capulet’s beautiful young daughter, was in her bedroom. Her nurse 
was helping her to dress for the party.

‘Oh, I remember when you were just a little baby,’ she said. ‘Just 
look at you now. You’re a beautiful young lady in your beautiful dress.’

There was a knock* at the door and Lady Capulet came into the 
room. She studied her daughter.

‘You’re lovely, Juliet. Now that you’re almost fourteen years old, 
perhaps we should talk about marriage. How do you feel about 
getting married?’

Juliet was a bit surprised by her mother’s question. ‘Marriage is 
an honour*,’ she said, ‘but I’ve never thought about getting married.’

‘Why have you never thought about it? There are lots of married 
girls of your age in Verona. Some of them have children already.’ Lady 
Capulet stopped speaking for a moment. Then suddenly she said, 
‘Now that we’re finally talking about marriage, I’ve got some news* 
for you. Count Paris came to see your father today. The count wants 
to marry you. What do you think about the idea?’

Juliet didn’t answer. She was still a little surprised. But her nurse 
was very excited. ‘My Juliet is getting married! Oh, you’ll be so happy. 
Count Paris is a fine man. You’ll have happy days and happy nights.’

‘Yes, he’s a very fine man,’ said Lady Capulet. ‘He’s coming to the 
party tonight. You’ll meet him then, Juliet, and I’m sure you’ll like him.’

‘I’ll try to like him,’ Juliet replied with a heavy heart*.
Just then, there was another knock at the door. One of the servants 

ran into the room. ‘They’re here, my Lady. They’re here. Your guests 
are arriving for the party. Dinner’s ready.’

candle  

knock  “tap, tap, tap” noise on a door
honour  something that makes you feel 
important

news   new information
with a heavy heart  sadly
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Reading Comprehension
1	Answer the questions about Chapter One.

1	 What are the names of the two families?
2	 Where does the story happen?
3	 Why were the people afraid?
4	 Did Benvolio stop the fight?
5	 Did Prince Escalus stop the fight?
6	 Why is Romeo sad?
7	 Who does Count Paris want to marry?
8	 Why does Romeo read the list of names to the servant?
9	 Is Romeo invited to the party?
10	 Was Juliet happy about Lady Capulet’s news?

Grammar  
2	Talk to a partner and answer these questions.

1	 It was a very hot day. Everyone .................. very hot and very angry.
	 A stayed	 B felt	 C are	
2	 A tall young man .................... into the square.
	 A came	 B was	 C drank
3	 Brothers and cousins .................... there.
	 A was	 B were	 C had
4	 The old man .................... the square to find the prince.
	 A left	 B thought	 C ran
5	 The prince .................... a terrible threat.
	 A made	 B did	 C had
6	 The two men .................... for a walk in the garden.
	 A were	 B gone	 C went
7	 Romeo .................... to read the list of names.
	 A sent	 B took	 C began
8	 Benvolio .................... a clever idea.
	 A was	 B did	 C had

After-Reading Activities • Chapter One
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Vocabulary 
3 Look at the picture.

Find 5 types of food
on the table.

Find 5 other things
on the table.

c __ __ __ p __ __ __ __

c __ __ __ __ __ __ g __ __ __ __

a __ __ __ __ s k __ __ __ __

p __ __ __ s f __ __ __

c __ __ __ __ __ s __ __ __ __

Pre-Reading Activity • Chapter Two

Writing
4 Talk in pairs. What happens next? Choose from the following.

A  ■ ■ Romeo goes to the party with his friends. He sees Rosaline there   
 and he dances with her. Tybalt understands that the young man is   
 Romeo and they have a fi ght. Romeo asks Rosaline to marry him.

B  ■ ■ Romeo goes to the party with his friends. He sees Juliet for the fi rst  
 time and falls in love with her. Tybalt understands that the young man  
 is Romeo and wants to fi ght him. Lord Capulet stops him. Romeo  
 kisses Juliet.
I think ........................ because .............................................................................. .
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