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Book brief

This novel by Daniel Defoe, first published in
1719, is considered one of the first examples
of the English novel and was an immediate
success, both in England and then abroad.

Set in the middle of the 17th century, Robinson
Crusoe an Englishman, tells the story of his
adventures at sea and then the 28 years he
spends on a deserted island.

Robinson Crusoe has many problems on the
island at first, but he soon learnsito make things
grow, to build for himself, and te live a good life.

Defoe probably based partof Robinson

Crusoe on the lifeof a real person, Alexander
Selkirk, a Scottish sailor who lived on a deserted
island from 1704 to 1709.

Thismovelis also considered the start of
realistie fiction as a literary genre. Indeed, at
first, many people thought Robinson Crusoe
was a real person.

www.eligradedreaders.com
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16 g ___ 7.9 ____
Listening
> 2 @ Listen and choose the right'answer, A, B or C about Chapter One.
0 Robinson’s father was from 4 Robinson didn’t want to
A [0 England. A [ leave his town.
B [ Germany. B [ find ajob in his town.
C [ Séotland. C [O travel
1 In Hull, Robinson’s father 5 Robinson wanted to see the world
bought A [ byroad.
A_[T ahouse. B [ by sea.
B [ awife. C [ inbooks.
C,J aboat. 6 One morning, he spoke to his
2 His mother was from father
A [0 Germany. A [ inhis bedroom.
B [0 England. B [ in his bathroom.
C O America. C O in the living room.
3 Robinson had 7 His father wanted to help him
A [ three sons. A [0 buy a fast ship.
B [ three brothers. B [ find a good wife.
C [O two brothers. C [ findagood job.
9



A New Lite

My name is Robinson Crusoe and I want to tell you about my life.
My father was German but came to live and work in Hull, England.
He made lots of money with his business and bought a nice house.
Then, he met my mother. She came from a good English family called
Robinson, and soon they were husband and wife. I came into this
world in 1632. Now they had three sons and they called me Robinson.
At that time, my family name was ‘Kreutznaer’. After many years in
England, everybody started to call us ‘Crusoe’

My first brother died and nobody knows anything about my other
brother. He went out one day and never came back. My father was
very old. He often asked:

‘Robinsen, my son, will you stay here, please and find a job near
home?’

Every time he asked, I didn’t answer. My father understood that I
wanted to leave my town. He was very sad. I was a good student but
I wanted to stop studying and see the world. I didn’t want a job at a
desk. I wanted to travel the seas and make lots of money.

My father said: ‘Robinson, please don’t go!’

My mother said: ‘Robinson, don’t leave your father and 11’

My friends said: ‘Robinson, stay here, where you’re safe!’

10



Did I listen to them? No! It was my life and [ wanted to live it!

One morning, my father called me to his room. He was in bed
because he wasn’t very well. I was only eighteen at the time. I looked
at his tired, sad eyes and felt sorry. Again, he asked me to stay at
home.

‘You don’t have to travel the seas to make money, he said. Tll help
you find a good job. You'll have a great life here!

‘But father, I said, ‘it’s not only for the money. I want to see the
world. Can’t you understand? I love you and mother, but I have to do
this’

‘But you’ll have a hard life, my boy. Your life here now, is easy. You
aren’t rich* but you aren’t poor. You've got all you need’

‘T know, but I need more, I answered.

On I** September 1651, I left Hull to go to London on my friend’s
ship* I didn’t tell my parents. There was alot of wind and the ship went
up and down, up and down. I didn’t feel very well. | wanted to go home
but I couldn’t. I remembered my mother and father and felt sad.

The morning after the storm* the weather was good. I forgot the
difficult night before and started to enjoy my first voyage* I was
excited about seeing London. Then, there was a storm again.

‘Robinson; said my friend, ‘we have to leave the ship, it’s going
down! Come with me. There’s a small boat we can use!’

With the small boat, we got to Yarmouth. Here, my friend’s father
said to me:

‘Young man, don’t go to sea again, please! After two storms on
your first voyage, can’t you see it isn’t the life for you? We don’t want
to travel with you again!’

rich with a lot of money storm very bad weather with wind and rain
ship big boat voyage travelling by sea
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Robinson’s father is asking
his son to stay at home.

I didn’t answer him. I was sorry, but I wanted to go to London.
I had some money and travelled to London by road. I stayed there
some time and waited for a new voyage.

This time I travelled on a ship to Africa. The captain® was my
friend, and I enjoyed talking to him.

He taught me lots about ships, and I was happy to learn these
things. This voyage went very well.

In Africa, the people bought some small things from me, so I
came back to London with some money. I stayed in London for two
or three months, because my friend, the captain, died. One of his
friends had a ship, so we left for Africa together. Before I left, I gave
the captain’s wife some of my money. I also took some money with
me on the voyage. But we didn’t get to Africa because pirates came
and took our ship and all our money. Now, we had nothing. The
captain of the pirates took me to his home in Sallee, North Africa,
to be his slave* because I was young and could work hard. I thought
of my father and mother and wanted to go home; I couldn’t. I didn’t
know that thiswas only the first of many problems to come.

The captain of the pirates didn’t take me on his voyages. He left
me at home to work in his garden and in the house. It was all very
boring for me. When he came home from his voyages, I had to stay on
the ship and clean it. Every evening, I thought about my difficult life
and how much I wanted to go home.

After about two years, the captain of the pirates stayed at home all
the time because he had no money for his voyages. He liked catching
fish and went out in his small boat every week. He often took me and
ayoung boy called Xury, with him.

captain the person who is the head of a ship slave this person has to work for other
people, but he/she doesn’t get any money
and isn't free

12






One morning, we went to catch some fish. The weather was good
when we left. Then, two hours later, a storm started. Before the storm,
we could see the beach. After the storm, there was only the sea. It was
difficult to get back to the beach and we didn’t get home till late in
the evening. From that day, the captain of the pirates stayed at home.
When he wanted some fish, he sent me and Xury with one of his
friends. One day, he invited some friends for dinner. That morning
he told me:

‘Go and get some fish for me. Use the big boat. My friend will go
with you and Xury. Take some water and biscuits too.

I started to think: a big boat, water, biscuits... with these things,
was it possible for me to leave and never come back? I began to think
about the things I needed for a long voyage. I found some tools* and
put them in the boat.

We left early in the morning. There was a good wind and the
boat went fast. We stopped to catch some fish. I called the captain’s
friend.

‘Look at this big fish!"T said.

He came to see and looked into the water. I was behind him. I
kicked him. The next minute, he was in the water below.

‘Help! Help! he said.

I'looked at Xury. He looked at me and we were both happy. [ was
free*! The captain’s friend swam well, but he couldn’t catch us, so
he swam to the beach. We never saw him again. I was so happy and
excited. Xury was surprised.

I said, “Xury, I'll take you with me, but you must be good and help

’

me.

tools you use these to work or make things free not aslave
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‘Don’t worry, I'll work hard for you, said Xury.

We travelled for five days. Then one evening, we came to a little
river. I wanted to look for water to drink, and waited until it was
night. But then we heard the noise of animals, so we waited until
morning. The animals came and swam near us. I didn’t know what
kind of animals they were. They were very big and there was'a lot of
noise. We didn’t sleep that night. Morning came and Xury said:

‘Tll go and look for water. Stay here on the boat where it’s safe’

“You're a good boy, but no, we’ll go together, I said.

We found clean water and didn’t see any big animals. I didn’t know
what country we were in, only that it was Africa. We didn’t meet any
people, so we went back to our boat to start our voyage again. We
travelled for 12 days and stopped sometimes for water. By day, we saw
nothing and nobody. By night, we heard the noise of the animals. We
didn’t have many biscuits and I started to worry. Then, one afternoon,
Xury said:

‘Look! A big ship?’

‘Hurrah! I said, “‘We’re safe!’

It was a Portuguese ship. They took us on their ship and gave us
food and water. I said I was an Englishman. I told them about the
captain of the pirates. I also told them about my life when I was a
slave and who Xury was.

“You're safe now, my friend, said the Portuguese captain. ‘You can
travel with us. We're going to Brazil’

‘But I haven’t got money to pay for the voyage, I said.

‘Don’t worry, I don’t want any money, said the captain.

‘Thank you, my friend, I said.

15



Robinson is looking at his
ship from the beach.

Xury too. I was sorry for this, but [ needed the money.

‘Don’t worry, said the captain. “The boy will be free after ten years
with me’

The voyage was fine and we got to Brazil after twenty-two days. In
Brazil, a lot of people were rich because they had sugar plantations® I
bought a plantation and started to make sugar. It wasa hard life and
there weren’t any houses with families near me. I had nobody to talk
to. Sometimes, I thought my plantation was a'desert* island and I felt
sad. I stayed there for four years. Each year, | made alot of sugar from
my plantation and I now had a slave to help me with the work. But, I
was bored and wanted to travel again: Eh? I hear you ask. What can [
say? [ was young... too young. Some other men had plantations. They
wanted slaves to work on them.

Tl go to Africa to get the slaves, I said. ‘Can you work on my
plantation for me? I'll be back soon’

They all said yes.Ileft on I* September 1659. I was so happy to be
on a ship again! I felt free!

At first, the weather was good. Then, there was a big storm for
twelve days. The wind and rain drove our ship into the sand at the
bottom of the sea, where it stopped. Eleven of us went into a small
boat. It was early morning. A big wave came. [ was in the water. |
thought it was time to die, but I swam and swam. I closed my eyes...
then... [ was on a beach! A beach! I opened my eyes. [ was safe!

plantation big farm desert (here) with no people

|
|
The captain bought my boat from me and gave me money for
16






Reading

© Are these sentences about Chapter One right (A) or wrong (B)?

Robinson Crusoe’s mother was German.

His brothers weren't at home.

Robinson wanted to see the world.

After the storm, he went to London by boat.
The captain of the pirates was Robinson’s friend.
The Portuguese captain took Robinson to Brazil.
Robinson had his sugar plantation for eight years.
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Speaking - Pair Work ‘Century Skills

© Talk to a partner about these questions andWrite your answers.
1 Which countries would you like to visit? Why?
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Vocabulary

©OFi

nish the sentences with a word from the box.

river ® days ® work ¢ sugar * fish © family ® business *
money * if€ * home * world

VW 0 N & 1 A W N =

In Africa, Robinson had a hard .............. lfe ... .

His father made a lot of money with his .......cccccoocovrrieinnnnne. .
Robinson didn’t want a job near his ......cc.cocoevrrrrrinrennnn. .

His mother came from a good .........ccoccvvvviriirrinnnnee .

Robinson wanted to see the ......ccccoeeeeeveeennne. . \
Robinson gave the captain’s wife some .........cccccoovenruenncn.

One morning Robinson went to catch some........ ...

One evening, Robinson and Xury came to a little

Robinson bought a plantation and started to

Robinson had a slave to help him with then....ch . .cociorierinne .

10 There was a big storm for twelve ... e .

Speaking

N O U A

ions with a friend. Then read Chapter Two, and see how

O At the q Chapter One, Robinson Crusoe is on an island. Answer

answers are right.

these
ﬁere other people on the island?

Are there any animals on the island?

What kind of fruit is there on the island?

s there any clean water to drink on the island?
Does Robinson like the island?

Can he catch fish to eat?

Where will he make his house?
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