
St
ag

e 1
   A

1
Cl

as
sic

Yo
un

g 
A

d
ul

t  
    

    
    

R
ea

d
er

s
Jonathan Swift

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

Downloadable 

Audio 
Files

Jonathan Swift          G
U

LLIVER’S TRAVELS
Young A

dult              R
eaders

ELT
A1

ELI s.r.l.

YOUNG ADULT ELI READERS

Gulliver’s Travels

ISBN 978-88-536-3222-7

Jonathan Swift
GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

St
ag

e 1
   A

1

Gulliver is a doctor on a ship. He travels from England 
to many places. He meets little people and giants, he 
meets people from the past and horses who can talk. He 
also encounters pirates and terrible storms. Will he ever
return home? Will he be happy in England? Jonathan 
Swift’s classic story is retold for beginners.

In this reader you will find:
- Information about Jonathan Swift
- A section focusing on background and context
- A glossary of difficult words
- Comprehension and grammar activities including A1 

Movers style exercises and 21st century skills activities
- Final test
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The pleasure of Reading

Eli Readers is a beautifully illustrated 
series of timeless classics and specially-
written stories for learners of English.
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This novel by Jonathan Swift, first published in 
1726, is considered a classic of English literature 
and was an immediate success.

Set at the start of the 1700s, Lemuel Gulliver,  
an Englishman, tells the story of his travels.

He leaves England to visit the imaginary 
countries of Lilliput, Blefuscu, Brobdingnag, 
Laputa, and the land of the Houyhnhnms.

It’s a satire of 18th century English society and 
traveller’s stories which were very popular in 
England at that time.

Through the different countries that Gulliver 
visits, Swift tells the reader what he thinks 
is wrong with humans in general and, in 
particular, English society.

Book brief
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Vocabulary and Speaking
1	Match these words to the parts of Gulliver’s body.

1	 ■■		 arm
2	 ■■		 leg
3	 ■■		 hand
4	 ■■		 mouth
5	 ■■		 finger
6	 ■■		 eye
7	 ■■		 nose
8	 ■■		 hair
9	 ■■		 foot
10	■■		 face

Before you Read • Chapter One
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21st Century Skills

2a	Match the adjectives in box A with their opposites from box B.  
Use your dictionary to help you. 

	 A		  	 B	
	 1	 ■■		 beautiful	 a	 lazy
	 2	 ■■	 rich	 b	 sad
	 3	 ■■	 hard-working 	 c	 quiet
	 4	 ■■	 lucky	 d	 rude
	 5	 ■■	 happy	 e	 poor
	 6	 ■■	 noisy	 f	 ugly
	 7	 ■■	 polite	 g	 unlucky
	 8	 ■■	 hard	 h	 dark
	 9	 ■■	 light	 i	 soft

2B	

		 Work in pairs. Use the adjectives from 2A. Describe:
-	 people from your family
-	 a person you like and say why
-	 a person you don’t like and say why

3	Match the jobs to the dictionary definitions. Use your translation 
dictionary to help you.

1	 ■■		 doctor /ˈdaɒktə/ 
2	 ■■		 engineer /�̩endʒəˈnɪə(r)/  
3	 ■■		 servant /ˈsɜː(r)v(ə)nt/ 
4	 ■■		 soldier /ˈsəʊldʒə(r)/ 
5	 ■■		 sailor /�̍seɪlə(r)/ 
6	 ■■		 farmer /�̍fɒː(r)mə(r)/ 

a	 someone who fights for a country
b	 a person who looks after ill people
c	 someone who works on a boat
d	 someone who designs buildings
e	 a person who grows things or keeps animals
f	 someone who works in someone else’s home
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10

decide  when you think about doing something 
and then you do it
disaster  something terrible
navigation  how to use boats at sea

patient  (here) a doctor’s customer
on dry land  on land, not on the sea
honest  (here) work well
choice  when you can choose to do something

My name is Lemuel Gulliver and this is my story.
My father came from the north of England and I was his middle 

son: I had two older brothers and two younger brothers. We didn’t 
have much money, but my father sent me to Cambridge University.  
I was fourteen years old. I was very lucky. I studied hard, but after 
three years it was time for me to start work. I went to London to 
work for a famous doctor. In my free time, I studied more. I studied 
navigation*, mathematics and medicine. Why? Because I wanted to 
be a doctor and I wanted to travel. I finished my studies and I found a 
job as a doctor on a ship called the Swallow.

I travelled for three and a half years with the Swallow. After these 
three and a half years, I was tired, so I decided to stay in London.  
I found a small house and I found some patients*. I found a wife. Her 
name was Mary and she had £400. But life was difficult on dry land*. I 
was a good doctor, but I was too honest*. The rich doctors in London 
weren’t very honest. They made a lot of money from their patients – 
the patients bought a lot of medicines from them. I didn’t want to be 
like them. I had no choice*; I had to go back to sea. For the next six 

I Arrive in Lilliput

Myself and my family. I decide* to travel.
Disaster* at sea. Lilliput.

Chapter One

2

Cambridge 
University was 
founded in 
1209 and is the 
second-oldest 
university in 
the English-
speaking 
world.
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destination  the place you want to go
storm  bad weather with wind and rain
suddenly  quickly, as a surprise

arrive at  get to, come to
shore  the area between the land and the sea
sand  it’s yellow, it’s on the beach

years, I travelled to the East and West Indies. I made a lot of money. 
On the ship, I spent my free time reading. On dry land, I watched new 
people and learned new languages.

I had enough money to stay at home with my wife and family.  
I stayed in London with them and I was happy. But, three years later, 
I had money problems again. I looked for another ship and found 
the Antelope. Captain William Pritchard gave me a job. I was a ship’s 
doctor again. The Antelope left from Bristol on May 4th, 1699. Our 
destination* was the South Seas.

The journey went well, until we met a terrible storm*. The strong 
wind was very dangerous: we went up and down and left and right. 
Twelve men died in the storm. Suddenly*, the ship hit rocks near Van 
Diemen’s Land. Disaster! The ship broke in two. Six of us jumped into 
a small boat. We tried to move away from the ship, but it was hard. 
We were near land when the wind hit our small boat. Suddenly, I was 
in the water! I never saw my five friends again. I swam and swam 
for hours and hours, until I was so tired that I couldn’t swim. ‘I’ll die 
here,’ I thought.

But what was this? Suddenly I could feel land under my feet. I felt 
stronger now. Now I could walk. I had to walk for a long time, before 
I arrived at* the shore*. It wasn’t very windy now and I could see the 
sun. It was about eight o’clock in the evening. I walked along the 
beach, looking for houses or some people. I was tired and it was very 
hot. It was November (November 5th, I think), but that was summer 
in the South Seas. I decided to sit down. Then, I lay down. The sand* 

The East 
Indies was 
used in the 
16th century 
to describe 
countries in 
Southeast Asia 
like Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the 
Philippines 
and many 
more. The 
West Indies 
was used 
to describe 
islands like the 
Bahamas and 
the Antilles, 
now usually 
called the 
Caribbean.

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



12

Jonathan Swift
Gulliver is swimming 
to the shore.

was warm and soft. I went to sleep. I slept for hours, I think about 
nine hours.

When I woke up it was light. I decided to get up and look for help.  
I couldn’t move my legs! I tried to move my arms, but I couldn’t!  
I tried to move my head, but I couldn’t! Then I understood why. Ropes*. 
Thousands of little ropes were over my legs and my arms. The ropes 
were everywhere, even in my hair. The sun was very hot and its light 
hurt my eyes. Then, something moved on my leg. It moved across my 
body, until I could see it. It was a little man, about six inches* tall. Now 
I could feel another forty little men walking all over me. I shouted. 
They ran away. They were afraid, but so was I. They soon came back. 
One of them came up to my face again and shouted, ‘Hekina degul!’

His friends repeated* the words. I didn’t understand their language.
I tried to move. I broke the little ropes on my left arm and tried to 

catch one of the little men. They ran away again and then I heard a 
shout, ‘Tolgo Phonac!’

Suddenly, I felt a terrible pain* in my left hand. ‘They’re throwing 
arrows*!’ I thought.

Some arrows went into my hand, some into my body. I tried to 
free my hair. More terrible pain. Then the arrows stopped, so I tried 
to free my right arm. The arrows started again. ‘I must stay still*,’ I 
thought. ‘I can wait until night. These people are too small to keep me 
here.’ I was right: the arrows stopped again.

Now I could hear a lot of noise. There were more little men. 
‘What are they doing?’ I thought. ‘They’re building something.’ 
Again, I was right. Now I could see a platform* made of wood. 

rope  you use this to pull things
inch  2.54 centimetres
repeat  say again
pain  what you feel when something hurts 
you 

arrow

still  not moving 
platform  something to stand on
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Jonathan Swift The little men are putting 
new ropes on Gulliver and 
the emperor is pointing to 
where Gulliver can stay.

The platform was near my head on the right. After an hour, they 
stopped building. Some of the little men cut* the hair on my left, so  
I could move my head. I looked to the right. I could see four of the 
little men on the platform. ‘They want to talk to me,’ I thought.

One of the men was older and taller than the others. He started to 
speak, but I couldn’t understand. Now I was quite hungry. I put my 
fingers on my mouth. The man understood. A few minutes later, I felt 
hundreds of the little men on my body. They had food for me. They 
put some in my mouth. I ate and ate. Then they brought something 
delicious* to drink. I drank and drank. The little men were so happy 
that they danced on my body. ‘Hekinah degul!’ they shouted.

Then a very important man arrived. He had a letter from the 
emperor*. I understood from his hands, that the emperor wanted to 
see me. I had to go to the capital city*. I also understood that I wasn’t 
free. Suddenly, I felt tired. Why? Sleeping medicine in the wine, they 
told me later. I slept for about eight hours.

When I woke up, I was in a strange* cart* on the way to the capital. 
It took five hundred engineers*, nine hundred strong men and fifteen 
hundred horses to take me there. They were very clever people. We 
arrived at the capital two days later. The emperor was there to meet 
me. ‘This is your new home,’ he said. 

He pointed* to an old church*. Some of the men put new ropes on 
my legs, but now I could walk a little.

The next morning, the emperor came to see me again with his 
family. With him were carts of food and drink. The emperor was 
taller than all his countrymen and his face was strong. He was about 

cut  what you do with a knife
delicious  very good
emperor  a king
capital city  most important city of a country
strange  not what you usually see
cart 

engineer  (here) someone who designs 
buildings
point  show with your finger

church   
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Jonathan Swift

soldier  someone who fights for a country
fire  shoot
pocket  

(very happy) indeed  very, very, very 
(happy)
to trust  (here) think I was a good person
comfortable  soft and warm
curious  interested in something
kill  make someone die

twenty-eight years old. He spoke to me, but I couldn’t understand. 
I tried English, Dutch, Latin, French, Spanish and Italian. No-one 
could understand me and, after about two hours, they went away.  
I sat outside the church, watching some soldiers*. Suddenly, I felt an 
arrow near my eye. A group of six little men fired* more arrows at 
me. The soldiers were angry with the little men. I picked up the six 
men and put five of them in my pocket*. I put the other man near my 
mouth. Now the soldiers were worried. I put the little man down and 
he ran away.

‘I don’t eat little men!’ I said, smiling.
One by one, I took the other little men out of my pocket and they all 

ran away. The soldiers were all very happy indeed*. The little people 
began to trust* me. After about two weeks, six hundred beds arrived 
at my new house. The little men put them all together to make one 
big bed. After that, I was very comfortable*.

***
Everybody in Lilliput now knew about me. Rich people, lazy people 
and curious* people all came to see me. The emperor often came 
to see me, too. He also talked to all the important people in the 
land. Some people were worried: my food was very expensive and 
I was dangerous. They wanted to kill* me. The emperor said no. He 
remembered the six little men who fired arrows. ‘Find me the best 
teachers!’ he said. ‘This man must learn our language.’

After about three weeks, I could speak the language quite well. Fo
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The emperor sometimes came to give me conversation practice. 
Every time he came, I asked him for my freedom*.

‘Be patient*,’ he always said.
I was now very comfortable with my bed, the language and some 

new clothes. When the men brought me my new clothes, they made a 
list* of all my things. Later that day, the emperor came to visit. He had 
thousands of soldiers with him. ‘I want to take your sword*,’ he said.

I took out my sword slowly. The sunlight* caught the sword. The 
light hurt the soldiers’ eyes and they were all afraid. I put the sword 
on the ground* and hundreds of soldiers took it away. After that, I 
gave my other things to the emperor: my money, my comb* and my 
notebook. The soldiers took them all away. I was lucky. When they 
made the list of my things, they didn’t find my secret pocket. In 
that pocket were my glasses and a pocket telescope*. I didn’t tell the 
emperor about them. I wanted to keep them for myself.

freedom  be free, so you can go where you 
want
be patient  (here) be quiet and wait
list  when you write the name of things one 
below the other
sword

sunlight  the light from the sun
ground  the floor outside
comb
telescope  something which helps you see 
things that aren’t near you
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Reading Comprehension
1 Are the sentences true (T) or false (F)?

     T F
1 Lemuel Gulliver is the captain of the Swallow.  ■■ ■	■	

2 Gulliver’s wife is called Mary.   ■■ ■	■	

3 Gulliver earns a lot of money in London.  ■■ ■■

4 The people of Lilliput are all very small.  ■■ ■■

5 The people of Lilliput are afraid of Gulliver at fi rst.  ■■ ■■

6 Gulliver is a free man in Lilliput.   ■■ ■■

7 The people of Lilliput make him a large bed.  ■■ ■■

8 Gulliver learns the language of Lilliput.  ■■ ■■

9 The emperor isn’t kind to Gulliver.   ■■ ■■

10 Gulliver gives his glasses to the emperor.  ■■ ■■

Vocabulary  
2 Fill the gaps in the sentences with the words from the box.

shore - coast - rock - beach - sand - cave - port

The ....................... is the area between the beach and the sea.
1 A ....................... is a hole or room inside a mountain.
2 The ....................... is the place in a seaside town where people stop their
 boats.
3 In the summer, people often sit or play on the ........................ .
4 The ....................... is the part of a country near the sea.
5 ....................... is usually golden or yellow. You often fi nd it on a
 beach.
6 You often fi nd a ....................... in the sea or on the beach.
 If there are a lot of them, they can be dangerous for ships.

After-Reading Activities • Chapter One

shore

18
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Grammar and Speaking
3a	Adverbs of Frequency. Put the sentences into order of frequency.  

1 is the most frequent.	
a	 ■■		 I hardly ever go swimming in the winter.
b	 ■■		 I never sit in the sun on the beach. It’s boring.
c	 ■■		 I always go to the seaside in the summer.
d	 ■■		 I often go skiing in the winter.
e	 ■■		 I usually study hard in the winter.
f	 ■■		 People sometimes visit a different country in the summer.	

3B	

	 Talk in pairs about the things you do in the summer and things you 
do in the winter. Use the adverbs.	

Pre-Reading Activity • Chapter Two

Listening
4a	Listen to the beginning of Chapter Two. While you listen, write the 

verbs you hear.	
RULES
1.	 The Man Mountain must not (a) l........................... Lilliput without  
	 permission.
2.	He must not come into the city without permission.
3.	 He must (b) s........................... on the roads.
4.	He must be careful (our people are very small).
5.	He must carry urgent messages for the emperor.
6.	He must (c) h........................... us in our war with Blefuscu.
7.	 He must help us build new houses.
8.	He must (d) m........................... a map of our country.
9.	 He can (e) h........................... food and drink = to 1,724 Lilliputians.

4b	Read Chapter Two and check your answers.

1

21st Century Skills

3
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