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The Call of the Wild is a short adventure
novel by Jack London set in Yukon,
Canada, during the Klondike Gold Rush in
the 1890s.

The story follows the adventures of Buck,
a dog stolen from his home in California
and sold as a sled dog.

As Buck’s life changes from a much-loved
pet to a working dog in often very hard
conditions, Buck is forced to learn to

survive.

As the story progresses, Buck becomes
more attracted to the Call of the Wild.

Main themes include survival, returning to
nature, and loyalty built on trust.
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Main Characters

Buck

Buck, the much loved pet > SO
of Judge Miller and his “= \ & - Buck
fqmily. Buck, who follows the call of the

wild and joins the wolves.

_ Spitz 5 :
; Dave A big white dog that Sol-leks
A quiet dog: he helps the Buck hates. An old, thin husky with
other dogs to learn how to o’nl one evye :
pull the sled well. LR



Francgois
They deliver letters and parcels for the Canadian
' government and are good masters:

Charles.,'eedes, Hal
They don’t knowanything about camping, the cold or how to look after the dogs.

John Thornton
He loves his dogs as if they
were his children and
Buck loves and respects
him for this.




Before you read

Vocabulary

@ Look at the picture and complete the words.

1 R_N_E_S runners
2S__D load

3 _US_Y D_G harness
4 _O_D husky dog
5 PA_ paw

6 _A__ESS sled




Reading Bl Preliminary

@ Choose the best answer, A, B, C or D to complete the text
about the story.

The Call of the Wild __is ___ a story about a dog (1) Buck.
At the beginning of the story, Buck is living (2) California

with Judge Miller and his family. He has a happy life and (3)
have to worry about (4)

. Then everything changes and Buck
finds himself in the north of Canada and becomes a working dog. Back
has to learn to (5)
the cold north is hard and (6)

a sled with a team of husky dogs: Life'in

different from his old one.

Aspeaks  Bsays C makes Bis
1 Acalled B name C which D who
2 Aat Bin C from D to
3 Adon't B can't C doesn’t D mustn’t
4 Anothing Bsomething Ceverything. D anything
5 Apush B keep C pull D carry
6 Amuch B very C more D too
@peaking and Writing I

€D Many countries have a national bird or animal. With your
partner, match each animal with the correct country. Go
online for help.

a New Zealand b lIreland ¢ United States of America

d Australia e England f South Africa g Scotland
: —

@5 Now talk about the national bird or animal of your country
k and discuss why you think this animal was chosen. /
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Chapterl

Buck, a big strong dog, lived happily in a beautiful
farmhouse with Judge Miller and his family. He
lived in the Santa Clara Valley, near San Jose,
California. The land was good in this area and
famous for its fruit. Buck was a friendly dog and
he loved going fishing with Judge Miller’s sons.
Life was fun, but things were about to change for
Buck. The Klondike' Gold Rush? had started, and
Buck would soon be part of it:

All the newspapers were talking about the
Gold Rush, but of course Buck couldn’t read,
so he didn’t know anything about it. He wasn’t
interested in gold anyway!

The Miller family had lots of dogs, but at four
years old, Buck was already boss. All the other
dogs respected him and every member of the
family loved him too. In summer, the Judge’s
grandchildren rode on his back, while in winter
he sat quietly with Judge Miller in the library in
front of a warm fire, where he felt safe and loved. )

"The Klondike a region of the Yukon (Canada)
2Gold Rush a time when lots of people were looking for gold






He often walked with the Judge’s daughters,
and even swam with the boys in the pool in the
garden.

Buck wasn’t fat like some pets: he loved
swimming and became stronger every day:
Everybody loved Buck. Unfortunately, the gold
seekers' in the north needed a dog like him.
Manuel, the gardener’s helper, decided to sell
Buck to make a few dollars. So, one evening, he
took Buck for a walk when nobody was looking.
Buck knew Manuel well and was happy to go
with him. They went to the train station, where
another man was waiting to give Manuel the
money for Buck. The stranger put a rope? round
Buck’s neck and pulled it tight. Then the man
put Buck on a train. The dog was very angry and
bit the man’s hand, but it was no use, he couldn’t
escape.

They reached San Francisco where the man
gave Buck to another stranger. By now, Buck was
very thirsty and hungry. He was even too tired to
fight when they cut off his collar and threw him

'a gold seeker a person looking for gold
Zarope a piece of very thick string A
Gl



into a wooden crate'. He couldn’t understand
what was happening. Why are they doing this to
me? he thought.

During the night, the man came to see Buck.
Buck thought it was the judge, but barked? angrily
when he realized it was the stranger. Where is my
master®*? he thought sadly.

Next morning, four men came for the dog.
They looked dangerous and Buck barked at them
from inside the crate. They just'laughed at him
and put the crate on another train.

Buck now began a long journey which took
him far from the peace and quiet of his home and
the people who loved him. From the train, they
moved him to a truck, then a boat, then finally
a train once more. All this time, nobody gave
Buck even a drink of water and he was weak and
frightened.

Two days and nights passed, and Buck lay in
the crate barking when anyone came near him.
He was really thirsty now, and he was furious*
with these men who were taking him away from

a crate a wooden box (see picture on p. 15)

2 to bark to make the loud sound a dog makes
®* master (here) a dog’s owner

* furious very, very angry

pt
anc

hen



everything he knew and loved. His eyes were red,
he was dirty and angry, and he didn’t look like
the Buck Judge Miller knew. He couldn’t wait to
get out of the crate to try and bite these men. He
no longer had the rope around his neck, but his
throat hurt.

At last they reached Seattle, and the four men
carried the crate into a small back yard' with high
walls. Then, a man with a red sweater came into
the back yard. He was carrying a hatchet? in one
hand and a club® in the other. Buck knew he was
in danger. The man hit the wooden crate with
the hatchet to open it, and inside Buck pushed
angrily against the breaking wood. He wanted
out. He was like a wild animal, ready to attack.

“Come on then, red eyes,” said the man, as he
hit the crate once more and broke it open.

Buck jumped at him with a mad look in his
eyes. The man hit Buck hard with the club and
the dog fell to the ground. Buck tried again, but it
was no use. Each time, the man in the red sweater
hit him with the club. The man continued to hit

Taback yard an area behind a building (see picture on p. 15)
2 a hatchet a tool for cutting wood (see picture on p. 15) »
*aclub abig heavy stick






al

ner.

Buck until the dog lay on the ground. When Buck
looked up, the man was standing over him.

“Well, Buck”, he said, “now you know who’s
boss. Be a good dog and you won’t have any
problems.”

Then the man gave the dog some food and
water. Buck had to accept' that he couldn’t fight
against a club and a hatchet. He realized that
now. This was the first lesson he learned in this
new world.

Every day, new dogs arrived, and the man
in the red sweater was ready for them with his
club. Sometimes men came, gave the man some
money and took a dog away.

I wonder where they’re going? thought Buck.

Then, one day, a little man who spoke French
came and chose Buck. The man was Perrault and
he delivered?letters and parcels® for the Canadian
government®. He needed a strong dog to pull the
mail sled® and Buck was perfect for the job. The
man also bought another dog called Curly. He

"to accept to take something that is offered to you

2 to deliver to take from one place to another

* parcel [

4 government a group of people who control a country
®sled the dogs are pulling one in the picture on p. 23



took the two dogs to the ship, where his friend
Francois was waiting. There were another two
dogs there, and they left for the cold north. The
other dogs were called Spitz and Dave. Spitz was
a big white dog who tried to steal Buck’s dinner
the first night. Francois punished Spitz, so Buck
decided that this new master was a good man.
The other dog, Dave, was very quiet and wasn’t
interested in Buck and Curly.

As they went north, it got colder and colder.
Then, early one morning, they arrived at Dyea
beach, near Skaguay, in Alaska. This was where a lot
of gold seekers began their journey to the goldfields
around Dawson in the Yukon, Canada.

Sk

Alasl

Do you think
Buck will be
happy with
Perrault and
Francois?
Why? [ Why

not?



After-reading Activities - Chapter 1

Reading Comprehension

€ Match each description with the right person.

1 [e] He had a farmhouse in California. a The stranger

2 [ He sold Buck for a few dollars. b Manuel

3 [ Buck bit his hand. ¢ Francois

4 [] He hit Buck with a club. d Perrault

5 [ He took Buck to the ship. _e~ Judge Miller

6 [ He punished Spitz for trying f The man.inthe

to steal Buck’s dinner. red sweater

Grammar

© Underline the correct alternative.

Buck loved fishing [ fish with Judge Miller's boys.

Buck couldn’t read [ to read about the gold rush.

Manuel wanted sell / to sell Buck.

Buck liked swimming [ swim in the pool.

Buck hated being / be in the crate.

The man in the red sweater decided to give / giving Buck some
food.

6 Buck learned be [ to'be a good dog.

Ul A W IN =

Vocabulary
© Circle the odd word out.
loved enjoyed liked
1 happy furious angry worried
2 thirsty friendly hungry tired
3 car truck bus boat
4 warm strong hot cold
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Gpeaking ﬂury\

@ At the start of the story, Buck is a pet loved by all of Judge
Miller’s family. Look at the pictures below with a partner and
talk about the advantages and disadvantages of having these
animals as pets.

Before-reading Activity

Listening Bl Preliminary

» 3 @ Listen to the start of Chapter 2 and complete the text with
one word in each space.

Buck was —__glad __ when he finally got off the ship. It had never
M

when he saw how white and bright everything was. There were also

in the Santa Clara Valley so Buck was really surprised

other (2) and their dogs, but they weren't very friendly.
The dogs showed their (3) as soon as Buck went near
them. They were ready for a (4) anytime. Poor Curly was
attacked and (5) by a big husky and Buck was shocked and

angry. Instead, Spitz (6) and Buck hated him from that

moment.
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