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In 1387, a group of people went to Canterbury. On
their way, they told stories. The stories were exciting
and interesting. They helped the group to enjoy
their time travelling. But these stories don’t only
tell us about the past. They’re stories that anybody
can read and enjoy today. They’re stories that can
teach us many things: about love, about friendship,
and about life.
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- Information about Geoffrey Chaucer

- A section focusing on background and context

- A glossary of difficult words

- Comprehension and grammar activities including Al
Movers style exercises and 21st century skills activities

- Final test
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The Canterbury Tales is a collection of
stories written in English by Geoffrey
Chaucer between 1387 and 1400.

People say it's Chaucer’s greatest work.and
one of the most important works in English
literature.

The book is about a group of pilgrims.
Each of them tells a story as they travel
from London to Canterbury to visit
the shrine of Saint Thomas a Becket at
Canterbury Cathedral.

Through the stories, Chaucer gives us an
ifonic and critical picture of English society
at that time and in particular of the Church.

Chaucer uses different kinds of people to
tell the stories to show us what 14th century
England was like.
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Before you read

Grammar
@ Read a part of a letter. Complete the letter with the verbs below.
_am are is know tells travel want

I'_m_reading The Canterbury Tales, by Geoffrey Chaucer. Do

you (1) — anything about this book? Chaucer wrote this book

in 1387. At this time, God was very important for many people.
People often went on pilgrimages. You go on a pilgrimagewhen you
(2) — to an important town or city. People go on a pilgrimage
because they (3) — to be near to God. In Chaucer’s book,

a group of people go on a pilgrimage to Canterbury. Canterbury
(4) — atown in England. Everybody in thisigroup (5) — a

story. These stories (6) — the Canterbuty. T'ales.

@ Complete the sentences with the verbs below.

buy _leck™ M work  pay

The Knight: __Look 4t the men in the picture on page 27.
That's my job. Don't worry! The group is safe with me.
1 The Clerk: I'm a student and |
2 The Merchant: | have a business. |

people for the things | buy.
3 The Franklin: | have a big farm. A lot of people

all the time.

things, and then

on my farm.
4 The Pardoner: |
to be near to God.

to people about God. | help them




Reading and Writing .WE RS

© Choose the correct word for each sentence about
people from the stories.
Emily is a beautiful, young girl in the Knight's Tale.

are am _is~

1 Walter is in the Clerk’s Tale. Everybody what he says.
do does don't
2 Damienis in the Merchant’s Tale. He for aman

with a lot of money.

work  does  works
a good job?
have  has s ‘
4 Dorigenis in the Franklin’s Tale and'she
has A|ive0§

5 Amesis in the Pardoner’s T ale and he

Nanvts likes

3 Does Damien

near the sea

having fun.

@peaking 0 ,
ury  cmmsueme
@ This book is called The Canterbury Tales. ills 5 el

Look on the Internet and answer these questions.
1 /Which part of England is Canterbury in?

2 What does ‘Tale’ mean?

3 Who was Thomas a Becket and what happened to him?

4 Why is Canterbury Cathedral important?

5 Who was Geoffrey Chaucer?




Chapterl

It’s a beautiful day! The weather is good. The
birds are singing. The grass is green, and there are
flowers everywhere. Now, my story can begin. My
name’s Geoffrey. Today,'m going on a pilgrimage’
to Canterbury. I'm going to Canterbury with a
group of people. We're going there together. I met
these people yesterday, at an inn? in London.

I arrived® at the inn in the afternoon. I was
very tired, and hungry. ‘Good afternoon! I said
to the man who worked at the inn. He was the
innkeeper. ‘I'd like a room for the night. 'm going
to Canterbury tomorrow. The road to Canterbury
is long. Ineed to sleep well before I start.

‘Good  afternoon, said the innkeeper. ‘Do
you know that some other people are going to
Canterbury tomorrow? They’re staying here
tonight’

‘Td like to meet them, I said to the innkeeper.

1 pilgrimage when you go to a special place to be near to God
2 inn a place to sleep, and to eat and drink
* to arrive to travel and then find the place that you want to go to



In the evening, I met the other people. The inn
was big and there was alot of good food and drink.
Everybody had dinner together. The innkeeper
gave good food to everybody. The innkeeper
was a nice person. He was a very big man and he
enjoyed speaking to people. He was very good at
his job. Everybody enjoyed their dinner.

After dinner, the innkeeper spoke to the group.
‘Youre a very nice group of people, he said. ‘I
know that God wants to listen to your prayers'.
You're all going to the same place, so, you must
go to Canterbury together. What do you think?’

‘Yes, we can go together!’ I said.

‘I want to go to Canterbury with you, said the
innkeeper. ‘Now, we have to travel for a long time.
I think we can do something interesting?. We can
play a game. What do you think?’

‘Yes!” said everybody in the group. ‘Tell us
about this game.

‘Now, listen to what I have to say, said the
innkeeper. ‘We can go to Canterbury together.

! prayer when you talk to God, you say a prayer
2 interesting something you enjoy



Every person can tell a story’.  want to listen to
every story. Then I can tell you which story is the
best. Everybody in the group wanted to play this
game. ‘Very well, said the innkeeper. ‘I want to
give something to the person who tells the best
story. That person can have dinner at my inn. I
want to pay for the dinner.

The people in the group were very happy.
They began to think of what story to tell. In the
group there was a Knight. Everybody liked him.
He was always happy to help people. He was an
important man, but his clothes were cheap. His
horse was fast, but it was small.

‘I'm a Knight, and my life is very exciting, said
the Knight. ‘My story is also exciting. It’s about
two brothers who love the same woman.

There was also a Clerk in the group. He was a
nice man, but he didn’t speak very much. He liked
reading and studying. That’s all he wanted to do.
He was very slim and he didn’t eat very much. He
liked books more than food.

! story when you tell someone about something that happened
in the past






‘T read a lot of books, said the Clerk. ‘I don’t
want nice clothes or good food. I don’t have much
money. [ use the money I have to buy books.
That’s why I read a lot of stories. My story is very
easy to understand, but, it’s not boring. It’s about
a King' who has many secrets?’

Another? person in the group was a Merchant.
He had a lot of money. But he wasn’t a happy
man. He always had a sad face. He was different
from the Knight. His clothes were very expensive.
Everything he had was expensive: his clothes, his
hat, and his horse.

‘1 have an important business, said the
Merchant. ‘And I-have a lot of things to do. But
I'm not very happy with my life. That’s why my
story is sad. It’s about an old man who can’t see’

I also have to tell you about another man. He
was a Franklin. He was different from the Clerk.
He was very rich* and important, but he didn’t
have abusiness. He had a big house in the country.

! King Lt.t!
2 secret something that you don’t want other people to know

* another one more
* rich a person who has a lot of money



He often invited people there. He liked good food.

‘I'm very old. My house is big. I like inviting
people there, said the Franklin. ‘In my house,
I often tell stories. I enjoy it. My story is very
interesting. It’s about a woman who doesn’t like
the sea. Why doesn’t she like the sea? Well, you
have to listen to my story.

There’s another person I want to tell you
about. He was a Pardoner. He also liked reading.
He liked to sing songs and say prayers. He had a
strange' face.

‘I travel a lot and I always say prayers for
people, said the Pardoner. “There are a lot of bad
people in the world. I say prayers for them, but
they have to give me some money. My story is
about three people who do something very bad!

Everybody was very tired. It was late in the
evening, and the Knight said, ‘We can go to bed
now. Then we can leave early in the morning’ We
all went to bed. We were tired, but happy.

Early next morning, we got up. Then we

strange (here) unusual for this person



Which story
do you think
sounds

the most

interesting?

left for Canterbury on our horses. We were slow.
After many hours we came to a place called Saint
Thomas and we stopped there.

We sat down, then we had something to eat.
After eating, the innkeeper said, ‘Listen, do you
remember what we said last night?’

‘Of course, said the Knight.

‘Well, said the innkeeper, ‘who wants to begin?
Who wants to tell the first story?’

‘I'm happy to tell you my story, said the Knight.
‘It’s very exciting’

The Knight began to tell his story.
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After-reading Activities - Chapter 1

Reading Comprehension

@ Match the descriptions of each story.
1 [B] The Pardoner’s story is about three men
2 [] The Franklin’s story is about a woman
3 [] The Knight's story is about two brothers
4[] The Merchant’s story is about an old man
5 [ The Clerk’s story is about a King

a who doesn't like the sea.
A5"who do something very bad.
¢ who love the same woman.
d who has many secrets.

e who can't see.

Writing

@ Complete the sentences using some of the adjectives
from Chapter1

bad Meve fast _bungry old  slim

Geoffrey was very tired and __hungry .
The Knight's horse was

The Clerk didn’t eat very much, and he was very
The Merchant’s horse was very
The Franklin was an
The Franklin had a house.
The Pardoner said that there are a lot of
in the world.

man.
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/Speaking and Writing 0
il

© The people in the book must all tell a story.
Talk to a partner and answer these questions.
1 What kind of books do you like reading in your free time?
2 How important do you think it is to read? Why?
3 Where do you like reading?
4 Do you like ebooks more than paper ones? Why? /Why not?
4 How often do you read comics like the ones

k in this picture?

Before-reading Activities

Reading and Writing ‘DVE RS

@ Look at this picture from Chapter 2. Complete
the sentences and answer the questions.

The woman is in the garden

1 The woman has got blond

2 Who's watching her?

3 How many flowers are there in the
woman’s right hand?

4 What's the'woman deing?

Listening

»' 3 @ Listen to the first part of Chapter 2. Cross out
the incorrect option.

The Knight [theerehant told the first story.
The two brothers were clerks [ knights.

They were from Thebes | Athens.

They were happy [ sad.
They lived in Thebes | Athens.
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