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The ELI Readers collection is a complete 
range of books and plays for readers of all 
ages, ranging from captivating contemporary 
stories to timeless classics. There are four 
series,  each catering for a different age 
group: First ELI Readers, Young ELI Readers, 
Teen ELI Readers and Young Adult ELI 
Readers. The books are carefully edited and 
beautifully illustrated  to capture the essence 
of the stories and plots.

For this series of 
ELI graded readers, 
we have planted 
5000 new trees.

Two boys are born on the same day, but 
their lives are very different. Edward Tudor 
is a prince and Tom Canty is a pauper. One 
day they decide to change identities. The 
poor boy’s dreams come true and he lives 
like a prince. The prince, on the other hand, 
discovers what life is like on the poor streets 
of London. But are dreams what they really 
seem? The boys soon find out!

Tags
Adventure | Friendship | Wealth & poverty | 
Role reversal | identity
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Born on November 
30, 1835, in Florida, 
Missouri, Samuel 
L. Clemens wrote 
under the name 
of Mark Twain. 
He wrote several 
novels, including 
two major classics of 
American literature: 
The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer 
and Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn. He 
was also a riverboat 
pilot, journalist, 
lecturer, entrepreneur 
and inventor. Twain 
died on April 21, 1910.
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My name’s Valerio and 
I’m Italian. Drawing 
and playing with 
colours and pencils is 
my passion. And this 
passion is also my job!
I have illustrated lots 
of books that have 
been translated and 
sold all over the world. 
Today I live in Berlin 
and I love kites! 

Syllabus

Vocabulary areas
adjectives, feelings

Grammar and structures
Present simple
Present continuous
future with will
like + ing
would like + infinitive
Direct speech as drama
must for obligation

Prepositions of place
Possessive pronouns
Phrasal verbs take off / 
put on / look like

Eli Readers is a beautifully illustrated
series of timeless classic and original
stories for learners of English.

www.eligradedreaders.com The pleasure of Reading

Yo
un

g 
    

    
    

 R
ea

de
rs

St
ag

e 4
   A

2

M
ark Twain  The Prince and the Pauper

ELT
A2

Young         R
eaders Cl

as
sic

/T
he

at
re

Extra activities online
To get the most out of each reader, you can find 
extra activities for each title on our website 
www.eligradedreaders.com

•  Extra activities for students
•  Extra resources for teachers

•	 Use the ELILINK app •	 Scan the cover

Download MP3 audio files from  
www.eligradedreaders.com

With PC or Mac

To download the Audio Files

With smartphone or tablet

•	 Download the ELILINK app from

 Downloadable 

Audio 
Files

Look on the inside front cover 
to find out how to download  
the free audio files.

 Downloadable 

Audio 
Files

The FSC® certification guarantees that 
the paper used in these publications 
comes from certified forests, promoting 
responsible forestry management worldwide.
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Characters

Scenery

Rich robes
Rich robes

A pretty
dress

Rich robes

Cardboard 
background 

of a poor house2

Cardboard background 
of the palace
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Old clothes 
or tunic

Old clothes Old clothes

A jacket
and trousers

A uniform

An old
bag

A cardboard 
crown

A cardboard 
Royal Seal
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narrator. This is the story of a prince and a pauper. 
	 A pauper is a poor person.
	 One day in London, two boys are born.
	 One boy is Tom Canty. His family is poor.
	 The other boy is Edward Tudor. His family is rich. 

Edward is the Prince of Wales. His father is Henry VIII, 
the King of England.

narrator. Many years later...
tom [enters stage.] My name’s Tom Canty. I live in 

London. The streets are dirty and smelly. I’m a beggar. 
I must ask people for money.

Act one • Two boys2
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john canty.  Well Tom, Where’s the money? 
tom canty [showing him his empty hands.] I’m sorry father, 

I haven’t got any money.
john canty. What? No money? Go to bed now. No dinner 

for you!
narrator. Poor Tom lies down on the cold, hard floor.
tom’s mother [giving Tom a piece of bread.] Here Tom. 

Have some bread.
narrator. Tom’s mother loves him very much. Tom falls 

asleep. He dreams about a different life.
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narrator. Then, there is Prince Edward. He lives in a 
beautiful palace and has got everything!

prince edward. My name’s Edward. I’m a prince.
	 My servants bring me food and drink. I’ve got beautiful 

clothes and a big bed!
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narrator. The next day Tom walks 
and walks. He begs for money.

	 He’s hungry.
tom [to a man in the street.] Please, give 

me some money, sir. 
narrator. Tom walks and walks. Soon 

he’s far from his home. He’s outside 
a great palace. It’s Westminster, the 
King’s palace!

tom.  Maybe I’ll see the prince!
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Activity Pages
Write the name of the character below the 
pictures. 

1

 Miles Hendon  •  guard  •  Mrs Canty  • 
Princess Elizabeth  •  Edward Tudor  •  Tom Canty  • 

Lord Hertford  •  King Henry VIII  •  John Canty

2 3
_______________ _______________ _______________ 
1

5 6
_______________ _______________ _______________ 
4

8 9
_______________ _______________ _______________ 
7
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Now read these sentences and write the 
name of the character next to the person 
who says or thinks this. 

Choose the words to complete the song.

2

3

1	 I live in London.	 ___________
2	 What? No money? Go to bed now.	___________
3	 Here, Tom. Have some bread.	 ___________
4	 Hey, go away, beggar!	 ___________
5	 Would you like to see  

the palace?	 ___________
6	 You’re very funny, little brother!	 ___________
7	 Don’t be scared. I’m your father.	___________
8	 You don’t look like a prince.  

But you’re a brave boy.	 ___________
9	 I have a question for you.   

Only the king knows the answer.	 ___________

	 A prince’s ____________ , 
	 a _______________ life
	 Two _______________
	 Rich and ______________
	 Two little _____________
	 Let’s ____________ places!

change • life • 
poor • faces • 

worlds • pauper’s
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