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The ELI Readers collection is a complete 
range of books and plays for readers of all 
ages, ranging from captivating contemporary 
stories to timeless classics. There are four 
series,  each catering for a different age 
group: First ELI Readers, Young ELI Readers, 
Teen ELI Readers and Young Adult ELI 
Readers. The books are carefully edited and 
beautifully illustrated  to capture the essence 
of the stories and plots.

This is the real story of the Jungle Book. It 
is not a funny film for children. People and 
animals die. And one child kills the great tiger 
and changes the laws of the jungle.

In this reader you will find:
- Games and language activities
- An audio recording of the story
- A picture dictionary
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Rudyard Kipling
(1865-1936) lived in
India until he was 6,
and then went to 
school in England. 
He returned to India 
when he was 17. He 
was the first writer
in English to receive 
the Nobel Prize for 
literature, in 1907.

Valentina Mai loves
drawing animals, in
particular, tigers. 
She spends her time
between the cities of
Ferrara, Padova and 
Venice, but when she 
works on a book she
stays in one place. 
Whilst working on 
this book, she lived in
Barcelona, where the 
light was perfect.
www.valentinamai.com

Eli Readers is a beautifully illustrated
series of timeless classic and original
stories for learners of English.

www.eligradedreaders.com The pleasure of Reading

• Download the ELILINK app from

• Use the ELILINK app

• Scan the cover

To download the multimedia files

Download MP3 audio files from 
www.eligradedreaders.com
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With PC or Mac
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The FSC™ certification guarantees that 
the paper used in these publications
comes from certified forests, promoting 
responsible forestry management worldwide.

For this series of 
ELI graded readers, 
we have planted 
5000 new trees.



T
 his is the story of the Jungle Book.

 Perhaps you know the fi lm?  The

 cartoon with dancing bears and

 singing monkeys? It’s a fi lm for 

children, and people laugh when they watch it. 

It’s funny.

But it’s just a cartoon. It isn’t real. 

The real story of the Jungle Book isn’t funny. You 

don’t laugh when you read the real story. 

If you don’t like stories with blood and death, 

stop reading now. Find a different book, or watch 

a cartoon. Then you can laugh.
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This is the story of the Jungle Book. 

It starts when two people die. A man and 

a woman. Their names are not important. 

Their lives are not important. Only this is 

important: they died. 

Of course, everyone dies, sooner or later. It is 

natural. It is the First Law of the jungle.

But the woman and the man died in a terrible way. 

They went into the jungle, but they 

didn’t know the laws of the jungle. 

So Shere Khan killed them.
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One day in the jungle Shere Khan – the great 

tiger – killed a man and a woman. He did this 

because they were alone. He did this because 

he was hungry. Hungry animals kill. This is 

the Second Law of the jungle. 

Animals do not understand fi re. They call it 

“The Orange Flower” and they are frightened 

of it. Before they died, the man and the woman 

used fi re against Shere Khan.

They burned the great tiger. They burned his 

paw – his foot – and Shere Khan was angry. 

He killed them, and then he went away. He went 

away because he was frightened of the fi re.
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We can call her Mother Wolf. Her 

name was Raksha in the jungle.

She was in her home. She gave her 

milk to her cubs, to her baby wolves. 

Suddenly, she heard a noise, outside. 

But she could not move.

A mother protects her cubs. This is the 

Third Law of the jungle. 

‘Father Wolf,’ she said to her husband, 

‘what is that noise?’

‘It is Shere Khan,’ he replied.

‘No, I can hear another noise,’ she said. 

‘Go outside, and see.’
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Father Wolf went outside. He saw the fi re, he saw 

the man and he saw the woman. They were dead.

He did not see Shere Khan.The great tiger was 

not there. 

And he saw a baby. The woman’s baby. The baby 

was not dead. 

‘It is small,’ he thought. ‘It is like my wolf cubs, 

a man-cub.’
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Raksha was sorry for the little man-cub. 

He had no mother.

‘I can call him Mowgli,’ she said to her 

husband. Mowgli is Little Frog in the 

language of the jungle.

‘Mowgli? It is a good name,’ he replied. 

‘He is a little frog because he has no hair 

on his body.’
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Can you remember the story? Match each 
beginning to an end.
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1 A man and a woman died but
2 Akela was the leader because
3 Baloo and Bagheera spoke for the baby so
4 Mowgli learned the language of animals and
5 Bagheera took him to a village and
6 Shere Khan coudn’t escape because
7 Mowgli spoke to the wolves and

a the language of people.
b he joined the pack.
c he was the strongest.
d the cows ran very fast.
e they didn’t kill the old wolf.
f a woman found him.
g their baby didn’t.
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Use the right form of these words to 
complete the sentences and tell the story.

1 The wolves _________ a little baby in the jungle.
2 Shere Khan __________ to eat the little baby.
3 The wolves saved him, and he __________ 
 with them.
4 He __________ the language of wolves.
5 Bagheera __________ him to a village.
6 He __________ after the cows.
7 He __________ the great tiger.
8 He __________ the laws of the jungle.

Mowgli lived with the wolf family in their 
wolf home. Can you draw the wolf home? 
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