
Classic

Starters
Starters/Movers
Movers
Flyers

below A1
A1
A1.1
A2

100 headwords
200 headwords
300 headwords
400 headwords

STAGE 1
STAGE 2
STAGE 3
STAGE 4

Fairy Tales

MusiciansThe
 Bremen Town

Ill
us
tra

te
d 

by
 A

le
ss

an
dr

a 
Vi

te
lli

This is the story of a donkey who runs away to 
Bremen to play music in a band. On the road he 
meets other animals. Who does he meet? 
On their way they find a house. But who is in the 
house? 
Read the story and see!

In this reader you will find:
- Games and language activities
- Picture dictionary pages
- A Make it project
- A Let’s act! section

Tags
Friends | Adventure | Teamwork

Moral of the story
Friends help each other and work together.

The Bremen Town Musicians

Eli Readers is a beautifully illustrated
series of timeless classic and original
stories for learners of English.
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The Bremen
Town Musicians

Adaptation and activities by Lisa Suett
Illustrated by Alessandra Vitelli

Fairy Tales

Young      Readers
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Look and write the words below the pictures.1

2

Listen and point at the pictures.

Look at the pictures in the book and find 
the characters.

2

3

robber • donkey • rooster • musician
dog • cat • farmer

Before you read

2

Dis.
ladro

Dis.
cane

__________

__________

__________

____________________

__________

__________
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Where’s Bremen? Do you know? Tick (3). 

This is a statue in Bremen. Write the names. 
Use the words in exercise 1 to help you.

4

5

3

______________

______________

______________

______________

Bremen is a town in...
 Spain  Germany  The U.K.

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



A    farmer has got a donkey. The donkey 
works all day. He carries big bags to 
the farmhouse.

After many years the donkey is now old. 
He isn’t strong and he can’t work.  
  The farmer, his master, is angry.

4

3

Go away, 
donkey!

My master 
doesn’t 

want me!
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So, one morning the donkey 
leaves the farmer to go to 

Bremen, the town of music.  
He wants to be a musician.  
He wants to play the guitar.

I’m going to Bremen town
It’s the place to be
And I can sing
And I can play
Music all day!
Music all day!
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Is the dog happy or sad? 
Draw the face. 

On the road the donkey sees a dog.  
The dog is very tired. 

‘Hey, are you OK?’ asks the donkey. 
‘I’m old and tired. I can’t run fast.  

My master doesn’t want 
me,’ says the dog. 
‘You can come with me!’ 

says the donkey.
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‘Where are you going?’ asks the dog. 
‘I’m going to Bremen to play music in  
a band. Come with me,’ says the donkey.  
‘We can sing together. I can play the 
guitar and you can play the drum.’

The dog is happy and goes to Bremen  
with the donkey.

We’re going to Bremen town
It’s the place to be
And we can sing
And we can play
Music all day!
Music all day!

6
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storyteller This is the story of The Bremen Town 
Musicians.

donkey [arrives and waves.] Hello! I’m a donkey. I work all 
day.

farmer Hello! I’m a farmer. This is my donkey. He’s old 
and doesn’t want to work.

donkey I’m tired. I can’t work.
farmer Come on, donkey! Wake up! There’s work to do.
donkey I’m old. I’m not strong. My master doesn’t want me.
farmer Old donkey, go away!
storyteller So one morning, the donkey leaves the farm. 
donkey I’m going to Bremen. I want to be a musician.  

I want to play the guitar.
storyteller The donkey starts to walk to Bremen.
donkey [walks on the road.]
storyteller On the road he sees a dog.
dog [crying and sad.]
donkey Hey, why are you crying?
dog I’m old. I can’t run fast. My master doesn’t want me.
donkey I’m going to Bremen to play music in a band. 

Come with me. We can sing together. I can play the 
guitar and you can play the drum.

dog [very happy.] Oh, yes, That’s a good idea. Thank you!
storyteller So the donkey and the dog walk together. 
	 Soon they see a cat. The cat is very sad.

Let’s act!
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4	 _________

2	 _________

5	 _________

3	 _________

6	 _________

1	 _________

Listen. Write the names of the instruments.

Match the parts of the sentences.

1	 The donkey can play…	 A	the drum.
2	 The dog can play…	 B	the trumpet.
3	 The cat can play….	 C	the guitar.
4	 The rooster can play…	 D	the violin.

1

2

28

Activities – Play time

violin • guitar • drum • saxophone
trumpet • piano

14
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