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The ELI Readers collection is a complete 
range of books and plays for readers of all 
ages, ranging from captivating contemporary 
stories to timeless classics. There are four 
series,  each catering for a different age 
group: First ELI Readers, Young ELI Readers, 
Teen ELI Readers and Young Adult ELI 
Readers. The books are carefully edited and 
beautifully illustrated  to capture the essence 
of the stories and plots.

The FSC® certification guarantees that 
the paper used in these publications 
comes from certified forests, promoting 
responsible forestry management worldwide.

For this series of 
ELI graded readers, 
we have planted 
5000 new trees.

A Giant lives in a castle with a beautiful garden.
But the Giant is selfish and wants it all to himself.
He doesn’t want the children to play in his garden.
Winter comes and never leaves until ... something 
happens and the Giant learns about love and sha-
ring!

In this reader you will find:
- Games and language activities
- An audio recording of the story and the songs
- A picture dictionary

Tags
Friendship | Sharing | How to treat others

Oscar Wilde
The Selfish Giant

Syllabus

Vocabulary areas
Seasons, nature, adjectives, feelings

Grammar and structures
Present simple
Present continuous
There is / There are
Prepositions of place
Possessive ’s
Adverbs of frequency

Oscar Wilde
(1854 - 1900) was 
from Ireland. He was 
famous for his clever
sense of humour. He 
mostly wrote plays 
and poems but he 
also wrote some 
stories for children. 
These often have 
a message that is 
useful for everyone. 

Classic

Starters
Starters/Movers
Movers
Flyers

below A1
A1
A1.1
A2

100 headwords
200 headwords
300 headwords
400 headwords

STAGE 1
STAGE 2
STAGE 3
STAGE 4
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Eli Readers is a beautifully illustrated
series of timeless classic and original
stories for learners of English.

www.eligradedreaders.com The pleasure of Reading

My name is Allegra
Agliardi and I live
in Milan. I am an
illustrator and
graphic designer.
Since 2001
I have worked with
many publishers,
magazines, Italian
and foreign
newspapers.
I decorate interiors
and have displayed
my work in many 
exhibitions. I really 
love my job!

Look on the inside front cover 
to find out how to download 
the free multimedia files.

Downloadable 

Multimedia
Files

Extra activities online
To get the most out of each reader, you can find 
extra activities for each title on our website 
www.eligradedreaders.com

•  Extra activities for students
•  Extra resources for teachers

• Download the ELILINK app from

• Use the ELILINK app

• Scan the cover

To download the multimedia files

Download MP3 audio files from 
www.eligradedreaders.com

With smartphone or tablet

With PC or Mac
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n a village there is a castle with a big, lovely, 
garden. The grass is soft and green. There are 
pretty flowers and twelve peach trees. 

It is a Giant’s garden, but the Giant isn’t there. 
He is visiting a friend.
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One day after school, some children see the garden.

What a 
beautiful 
garden!

Yes, let’s go  
and play.
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Every afternoon the children play in the Giant’s 
garden. In spring there is pink blossom on the peach 	
trees. In autumn there is fruit on the trees.
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In the Giant’s garden
We can climb the trees

There are flowers, birds, butterflies and bees!

In the Giant’s garden

We can sing, play and race

It really is our favourite place!
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After seven years, one day the 

Giant comes home. He sees the 

children in his garden. They are 

running, playing and laughing. 

The Giant is very angry.
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Who are you?  
What are you doing 

here?

The children are scared 

and run away.
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Activity Pages

Look at the four pictures. Write the names 
of the seasons.

1

Circle the correct word in the sentences.

1	There is / are twelve peach trees.
2	Every afternoon the children play / playing  
	 in the Giant’s garden.
3	‘Who is / are you? What are / am you doing  
	 here?’ shouts the Giant.
4	‘This is his / my garden!’ says the Giant.
5	After / Before school, the children play in the garden.

2

_________________

_________________

_________________

_________________

1 2

3 4

 autumn  •  spring  •  winter  •  summer
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Look at the pictures and complete the 
sentences. Then write the number of the 
sentence in the circles.

1	There is a _____________ with a big garden.
2	It is a _____________ ’s garden.
3	There are pretty flowers and twelve  
	 _____________ .
4	The Giant builds a high _____________ .
5	One day the Giant hears a _____________  
	 singing a song.
6	The Snow and the Frost invite the North  
	 _____________ to the garden.
7	The garden is sad and _____________ .
8	The Giant helps the little _____________ .
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