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Words in bold are in the glossary.
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Investigation: 
How Do We Group?

Your clean clothes are mixed up in 
a basket. Look at the characteristics 
or features. What is the same? What 
is different? Put clothes with the same 
characteristics in the same place. They 
will be easier to find. Shirts in one 
drawer. Socks in another. Pants in the 
closet. You just grouped the clothes!

The same thing happens at 
zoos. Zookeepers understand the 
characteristics of different animals.  
Then they build habitats. The  
animals get grouped!
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Now let’s do a grouping activity. 
Look at the animals on page 7.  
Make observations. Think about  
the characteristics or features.  
In science these are traits. Do the 
animals have legs? Do they have 
feathers? Do they have fur?

Think about what is the same.  
Think about what is different.  
How would you group these animals?

Take a piece of paper. Write  
the animal names. Then group the 
animals. List traits that are the same.Fo
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ant clownfishbutterfly deer

eagle peacockfrog polar bear

salamander snakeshark

spider

sea star

turtle
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Why Do Scientists 
Group Animals?

Scientists can name and describe 
more than 1 million species of animals. 
That’s a lot of animals!

Animals are part of our daily lives. 
Some animals are pets. Some animals 
live in our backyards. Some animals 
pollinate plants. These animals help 
humans. Other animals like ticks are 
parasites. They can cause humans 
problems. With so many animals in the 
world, why do scientists group them?Fo

r R
ev

iew
 O

nly



9

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly


	Investigation: How Do We Group?
	Why Do Scientists Group Animals?
	How Do Scientists Group Animals?
	Which Animals Are Vertebrates?
	Which Animals Are Invertebrates?
	Glossary
	Read More
	Internet Sites
	Index



