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Olly the otter did not like living on the 

riverbank. It was noisy and crowded,  

and there was never enough space to play.  

So, Olly went wandering.

Over a hill, far from the river, he found a 

beautiful pool. The water was cool and clear 
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Olly slid down the bank and dived among  

the reeds. He swooped through the water and 

VFRRSHG�XS�D�ÀVK��,W�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�GHOLFLRXV�ÀVK�

he had ever tasted. Then he sat on the bank 

under a shady tree.
An old grey heron was watching him from  

the reeds.

“Hello,” said Olly. “Who are you?”

“I’m Herb,” said the heron.

“This is the most perfect place I have ever seen,”  

said Olly.

“Yes, it is,” said Herb.

“It’s so quiet here,” said Olly.

“Yes, it is,” said Herb.

´+RZ�GLG�\RX�ÀQG�WKLV�SODFH"µ�DVNHG�2OO\�

“I’ve lived here all my life,” said Herb.
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The next day, Olly came back with his mum 

DQG�GDG�DQG�ÀYH�VLVWHUV��7KH\�VOLG�GRZQ�

the bank and dived among the reeds. They 

swooped through the fresh, clear water and 

VFRRSHG�XS�WKH�ÀVK�

Olly’s dad said, “This is the most perfect place 

in the world. Why don’t we stay for a while?”
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