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Davy the cabin boy stared at the grey stormy

waves. He was feeling homesick. It was his third
week on board this ship, the Silver Lily. He hated
the cold wind that whipped his cheeks. He-hated
the damp, salty air that made his clothes wet. He
hated the rats that ran all over the ship, and the
swaying hammock he had to sleep.in.

Everything on board the Silver Lily swayed.




The other sailors said he’d soon get used it, but

Davy still felt seasick nearly all the time.

It was hard to remember what dry land felt
like now. Maybe that was a good thing. Thinking
about his old life back home made Davy too sad.
He missed his mum and his sisters: He missed his

dog, Rascal. He even missed the screaming baby

next door. But his family needed money for food,
and this was Davy’s best chance to help them.
“I suppose I'll get used to it,” he told himself
as he set off to help prepare dinner. “It won’t
always feel this hard.” At least he had Cook’s
sea stories to look forward to while they worked.

They always took Davy’s mind off his problems.



Cook had a different story for every occasion.
There were tales of pirate ghost ships, steered
by spooky skeletons. There were tales of wicked
mermaids leading sailors into storms. And there
were tales of fearsome sea monsters, like the
Kraken. The Gruncher was a good one as well—a
two-headed sea serpent with razor fangs. And
who could forget the Poisoned Pellicrag, with his
venomous spikes? What tall tales would Cook

have in store for Davy this time?
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“Ever heard of the Eyeless Ankrapod?” asked
Cook, through a thick cloud of steam.
“No,” said Davy. He shivered as Cook stirred
the captain’s stew. “It sounds scary though.”
“Scary?” repeated Cook. “The Eyeless Ankrapod
isn’t scary, boy, it’s terrifying. It’s the most
fearsome beast in the whole ocean. It’s part whale,

part shark, and part giant squid, with twenty long
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