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EARLY TRAINS
A loud horn blows in the  
distance. Crossing gates  
lower. A train roars by!
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Do you ever wonder what makes 
a train move? How does it speed 
along the tracks? Trains are 
amazing machines. How do 
they work? Let’s find out!
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Steam locomotives pulled early 
trains. Water and steam powered 
them. How? Coal was burned  
in a firebox. This heated tubes  
in the boiler. Water around the 
tubes boiled. This created steam.  
The steam built up pressure.
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Pressure from the steam pushed  
pistons. Pistons connected to rods.  
The pistons moved the rods back  
and forth. The rods attached  
to the wheels. They turned the  
wheels, moving the train forward.

rods
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All parts of a steam locomotive worked together.

COAL

FIREBOX

SMOKESTACKWATER

DRIVING 
WHEELS

RODS
WATER TUBES
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