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The story has  
a beginning, 

middle, and end.

Realistic 
Fiction

The setting  
could exist  

in the real world.

The characters act, 
talk, think, and feel 

like real people.

The main character 
faces a problem.

The events  
are believable  

  and true to life.
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Juan and Claudia Help

Juan and his family live in Guatemala. 
Guatemala is a small country in Central 
America. Guatemala is famous for 
colorful cloth. Juan’s parents have a 
stand in the market. They sell things 
made of the beautiful woven cloth. 
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Juan has a little sister, Claudia.  
After school, Juan and Claudia help 
out at the stand. Claudia likes the dolls 
dressed in colorful cloth.
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Señora López comes to visit the stand. 
She carries a big bag. “Hello, Juan. 
What beautiful tablecloths!” says  
Señora López. 
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“Thank you,” answers Juan.

“I will take the blue-and-yellow striped 
tablecloth, please,” says Señora López. 
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At the end of the day, Juan and 
Claudia help put the stand in order. 
Claudia organizes the woven rugs. 
How pretty everything looks!
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Their mother counts the day’s earnings. 
“Ten, twenty, thirty …”
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Their mother pays Juan and Claudia for 
helping. “Thank you, Juan. Thank you, 
Claudia,” she says.
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Juan and Claudia take the money. 
They dream about what they would like 
to buy with their money.
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