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Variant 
Tale

A version  
of a fairy tale or 

folktale, often from 
a certain culture.

The story  
may have an 

unexpected twist.

Characters  
or setting may be 
new to the story, 

but the basic story 
line is the same.

Different  
versions of the tale 
all follow a similar 

story line.
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In a place called La Mancha lived a very 

tall, thin man. His name was Alonso Quijano. 

He liked reading adventure books.
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He spent all day and all night reading.  

He liked to imagine that he was a brave knight. 

He imagined himself having great adventures 

helping people.
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He changed his name to Don Quijote  

de la Mancha. Like all good knights,  

he had a horse. Don Quijote called  

his horse Rocinante.
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In addition to a horse, a good knight 

had to have armor. Don Quijote searched 

through a trunk full of old things. He found 

his great-grandfather’s armor. It would be 

perfect for his adventures.
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There was a man who worked  

in Don Quijote’s house. His name was 

Sancho Panza. Sometimes they went walking 

together in the village. But Don Quijote 

really preferred reading adventure books  

and making up stories.
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One day Don Quijote decided to go 

looking for adventure. He would ask Sancho 

Panza to come along. Sancho was the perfect 

person to join him.
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“Sancho!” called Don Quijote.

“Yes, Don Alonso, what is it?”

“Who is Don Alonso?” said Don Quijote. 

“I am a knight. My name is Don Quijote.”

“Very well, Don Quijote, whatever you say,” 

said Sancho.
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“Sancho, where are you?” shouted  

Don Quijote from the parlor. “We must leave 

for our adventure!”

“Here I am, sir,” said Sancho, coming 

from the kitchen. “An adventure? Where are 

we going?”
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