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Introducing the Play
A Midsummer Night’s Dream is a play set in 

ancient Athens in the country of Greece. The 
play takes place during a time when young 
women could not choose who they wanted to 
marry. Instead, their fathers chose for them.  
If a girl refused to marry her father’s choice, 
she could be harshly punished.

—Cast—
Hermia A young lady of Athens. 
Her father has promised her to 
Demetrius, but she is in love  
with Lysander.

Helena A young lady of  
Athens. She is Hermia’s long-time 
school friend. Helena secretly  
loves Demetrius. 

Demetrius A young man of 
Athens. He is very much in love 
with Hermia, and is looking forward 
to marrying her. 

Lysander A young man of Athens. 
He is in love with Hermia and agrees 
to run away with her.
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Oberon King of the Fairies. He is 
quick tempered and likes to get his 
own way, but he can also be kind.  

Titania Queen of the Fairies.  
She is kind and caring. She stands 
up for herself when the king 
disagrees with her. 

Puck A playful elf who likes to 
play jokes on human beings.  
He can make magic spells.

Bottom A local man who is a 
weaver and actor. He is part of an 
acting troupe that is rehearsing a 
play to celebrate a wedding.

Snout Another actor. He is part of 
the same acting troupe.
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Act 1
Scene 1
Setting: All of Athens is excitedly preparing for the 
wedding of Theseus to Hippolyta. He is ruler of Athens 
and she is Queen of the Amazons. Two best friends, 
Hermia and Helena, meet in a busy street.

Hermia: Hey, Helena!

Helena: Hermia!

(The friends embrace. Hermia is smiling.)

Helena: I didn’t think I would see you looking 
so happy. I heard about your father’s 
decision about your wedding. (Takes 
a deep breath) But I wish you and 
Demetrius every good fortune when 
you marry.

Hermia: That’s not going to happen.

Helena: But surely your father has said you 
must marry Demetrius, or you could 
be punished or even harmed!

Hermia: Yes, he did say that.

Helena: So you must marry then!

Hermia: (Shrugs) Why? It’s not fair. Athens is 
supposed to be a democratic society 
where everybody has rights. But what 
about women? We have the same 
rights as slaves do —none.  
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Why should my father be allowed  
to threaten me if I don’t marry who 
he chooses?

Helena: But it is our way. You will bring great 
shame on your father unless you 
marry Demetrius. 
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Hermia: (Stares intently at Helena) Helena, can I 
trust you?

Helena: You know you can. We have been 
friends since we were little girls  
at school.

Hermia: I am going to be married, but not to 
Demetrius. I love Lysander.

Helena: Lysander? I guess he is nice enough 
and his curly fair hair does look  
good, I have to admit. But he’s  
no Demetrius.

Hermia: Not tall, dark, and handsome, like 
Demetrius? But he loves me and I 
love him and Demetrius loves …

Helena: (Holding her breath) Who?

Hermia: (Laughs) Demetrius! He doesn’t love 
me, not even a little. He only wants 
to marry me because our families 
arranged for us to marry when we 
were babies. I bet even then he 
looked in the mirror more than  
he ever looked at me.

Helena: But Demetrius is one of the most 
popular young men in Athens.
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Hermia: So is Lysander. I love him so much. 
We have a plan. I’ll tell you if you 
are sure I can trust you.

Helena: Of course you can. Haven’t we been 
friends forever?
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