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Look! Under your feet. What do you see?
Dirt! Dirt can be squishy, muddy,  
or sandy.

What Is 
Dirt?
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You can dig, play, and plant flowers in it. 
Dirt covers almost all the land on Earth. 
But what is dirt?

5

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



Dirt is also called soil. Soil is a mix of 
different parts of nature. Rocks form
one part. Sand, silt, and clay are pieces  
of rock that make up soil.
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Pieces of leaves and twigs also make up 
soil. So do tiny parts of animals that lived 
long ago.
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Dig In!
Soil is all around us. It is  
in gardens and parks. It is  
beneath the sidewalks and 
houses. Soil is not exactly  
the same everywhere. What  
is the soil made of where  
you live?
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What You Need:
shovel

white paper plate

What You Do:
•	 Have an adult help you dig up 

one shovelful of soil. Make sure 

you dig down deep to get more 

than just the topsoil.

•	 Put the soil on the paper plate 

and spread it out. 

•	 Look for leaves, sticks, bugs, 

worms, and rocks. Make a list of  

all the things you find.

•	 Pour some water on the  

area where you dug up the  

soil. Does the ground hold  

a puddle for a long time?  

Or does the water sink right 

away? What does that tell you 

about your soil?
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