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CARLOS GOMEZ KNOWS ALL ABOUT NOT FITTING IN. AS A 

MEMBER OF THE ONLY MEXICAN AMERICAN FAMILY IN TOWN, 

HE’S USED TO BEING THE ODD ONE OUT. A LISP, A PENCHANT FOR 

GIRL GLAMOR, AND BEING PICKED ON BY THE CLASS BULLY DON’T 

HELP, EITHER. BUT NOW THERE’S A TALENT SHOW COMING UP, 

AND CARLOS IS PERFORMING WITH THE BMX STUNT TEAM. HE’S 

READY TO WOW THE CROWD WITH HIS SPECIAL, FREESTYLING 

FLAIR. WHAT COULD POSSIBLY GO WRONG?

HEAVY ON THE STYLE

ADVANCE 

READIN
G COPY



WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY

CHUCK GONZALES

CARLOS GOMEZ

1
ADVANCE READING COPY ADVANCE READING COPY

CHAPTER ONE
THE SPANISH INQUISITION COMES TO 609 WALL PLACE, SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA. .  .  .  .  .  4

CHAPTER TWO
KEYTOMA: HEROES TO HUMANITY. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18

CHAPTER THREE
RJ . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30

CHAPTER FOUR
THPEECH CLATH . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37

CHAPTER FIVE
STAR SEARCH . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45

CHAPTER SIX
BFF?. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  71

CHAPTER SEVEN
SALON DE JUAN . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 78

CHAPTER EIGHT
LAS METICHE VIEJAS (THE NOSY OLD WOMEN), PARTE UNO. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 87

CHAPTER NINE
BMX. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 99

CHAPTER TEN
SCOTT . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  106

CHAPTER ELEVEN
BIKE SENSEI . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 117

CHAPTER TWELVE
COSTUMING WITH MOM. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  129

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
LAS METICHE VIEJAS, PARTE DOS . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  136

CHAPTER FOURTEEN
THE SHOW. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  147

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
THE CELEBRATION. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  176

CHAPTER SIXTEEN
DEAD TO ME. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  182

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



Preface

Hi! I’m Chuck Gonzales, the artist and writer. Carlos Gomez Freestyles is loosely 
based on my childhood in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. It is a lovely town which, at 
the time, was mostly filled with Anglos— white people. Which, given my Mexican-
American heritage, I am not. This graphic novel exists in a time that is both current and also reflective of my childhood.  
Because of when and where we were, I grew up without much LatinX cultural 
influence other than my immediate family, and was subjected to racism because of my dark skin and stiff black hair. In addition to my dark coloring, I had a pronounced lisp, no athletic ability, and, most importantly, a different sense of gender roles 
and sexuality than most of the kids around me. Which isn’t always fun when you’re just hoping to fit in. I also wanted to be as fabulously colorful as the pop stars I 
followed. None of whom looked anything like me. Basically, I wanted to be special 
AND not get picked on.  

But it got better. I came to accept who and what I am despite, or because of, 
others’ opinions. After a lot of work with a speech therapist, my lisp worked itself out. We left South Dakota for South Texas, where I went to high school and made great lifelong friends. I went on to college, became a professional illustrator and 
writer, traveled some, lived in Chicago, and met my husband, Michael. Who is the love of my life. We moved to New York City and have made a good life for ourselves. But I’m still pretty klutzy. 

Carlos is a much braver and more colorful bird than I ever was. This book is the 
Hollywoodized version of my childhood I wished for. Since the story is semi-
autobiographical, some characters are based on real people, some are a combination of people, some are complete fiction. This book is also a love letter to family 
members both alive and gone.

This book is for my mother, Mela Gonzales. 
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Carlos is worried about going home. 
Today is the day report cards get 
emailed to parents.
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SO ANOTHER ROUND OF  
STELLAR REPORT CARDS  

FROM THE GOMEZ BROOD.

HOW ABOUT AMERI-CANS 
OR AMERI-CAN’TS. WE  
TALKED ABOUT THIS.

ACTUALLY MOTHER, 
THE ENTIRE WESTERN 

HEMISPHERE IS AMERICA.
BOTH NORTH AND 
SOUTH AMERICA. 
OF COURSE THE 

CLIMATE FOR EACH 
IS DRASTICALLY 

DIFFERENT...

 MARIE, I’M THE ONE LECTURING HERE. 
IF YOU’RE SO SMART, WHY AREN’T YOUR 

GRADES STRAIGHT A’S? LET’S START WITH 
THE YOUNGEST, SHALL WE? CARLOS. AN 

“A” IN ART, AS USUAL.

YETH OF COURTH!

DON’T GET COCKY, IT GOES DOWNHILL 
FROM THERE. YOUR SPEECH THERAPIST 
SAYS YOU NEED TO WORK HARDER TO 

OVERCOME YOUR LISP.  
THAT YOU HAVE A LAZY TONGUE. 

I’D SAY IT’S MORE THAN 
JUST YOUR TONGUE  

THAT’S LAZY.

DAAAD. 
MY TONGUE 

ISN’T...

DO NOT GET SMART WITH ME. 
YOU GOT A C IN HISTORY, A C IN 

ENGLISH, D’S IN MATH AND SCIENCE! 
AND A D IN GYM?  

REALLY? GYM?

...LAZ-

IT’TH HARD!

WHY DO I NEED 
TO KNOW HOW TO 

MULTICATE?
YOU MEAN 
MULTIPLY. THAT’TH REALLY 

HARD TOO! 

CAN’T YOU JUST MEMORIZE IT?

MEMORIZE WHAT?

I’M BEING 
SARCASTIC!!!

YOU HAVE TO DO BETTER. 
Y’ALL SAID YOU’D RAKE 

THE YARD. THE LEAVES ARE 
IN PILES! ARE THE BIKES 

IN THE GARAGE? NO.

ARE YOU 
ALL MEXI-CANS 

OR MEXI-CAN’TS?
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YOUR MULTIPLICATION 
TABLES.

THE OLD  
THCHOOL VERSION 

OR THE NEW 
THCHOOL VERSION?

THERE’S TWO 
VERSIONS NOW?

YES DEAR. THE NEW VERSION 
ONLY HAS 28 NUMBERS TO 

THE PREVIOUS 100.
THAT’S BETTER,  
YES? CARLOS? 

FEWER NUMBERS 
TO MEMORIZE?

DO YOU KNOW THE 
28 NUMBERS?

OR WHY SOME 
NUMBERS ARE 

BOLD?

UMMM. 
WELL. THAT’S NOT MY  

PROBLEM TO SOLVE. 
YOU’RE THE ONE  
FAILING MATH.

CAN YOU HELP 
ME WITH MY 
HOMEWORK?

UM. WELL. MARIE, HELP 
CARLOS WITH HIS 

MULTICATION TABLES!

GREAT.  
I’LL TEACH HIM 
TO MULTICATE

WHATEVER 
MULTICATE 

IS

THANKS MARIE. 
OKAY, A D IN GYM? 

REALLY?

 I HATE GYM, AND MY GYM  
TEACHER MS. WYNKLE HATES ME 
BECAUSE I CAN NEVER PASS ANY 
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL FITNESS 

TESTS. OR CLIMB ROPE.  
CAN THE PRESIDENT  

CLIMB A ROPE?

GOOD  
ABOUT THE 

POINT 
PRESIDENT...

BUT C’MON. 
MS. WYNKLE DOESN’T 

HATE YOU.

MS. WYNKLE MADE ME STAND IN FRONT 
OF THE CLASS AND TOLD THEM NOT TO 
PICK ON ME FOR THROWING LIKE A GIRL 

BECAUSE MAYBE MY FATHER DOESN’T HAVE 
THE TIME TO TEACH ME.

WHY IS THROWING LIKE A GIRL A BAD THING? 
MARIE HAS A GREAT THROWING ARM.

HAVE YOU NOTICED 
HE DOESN’T LISP  

WHEN HE’S  
MAD?

MS. WYNKLE.  
YOU ANNOYING...Fo
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MARIE, TEACH CARLOS TO 
THROW BEFORE THE NEXT 

PRESIDENTIAL FITNESS  
TESTS. I GOT IT. 

YES SIR.

THESE GRADES ARE ATROCIOUS.  
ALL D’S EXCEPT FOR SHOP?

I LIKE SHOP.  
ESPECIALLY WORKING 
ON SMALL WANKLE 

ENGINES. 

THAT’S GREAT. NOW CAN YOU PUT 
MY LAWN MOWER BACK TOGETHER? 

WHAT’S WRONG WITH HISTORY?
IT’S INTERESTING  

EXCEPT IT JUST KEEPS 
REPEATING ITSELF. 

NOT IF YOU  
WOULD PASS IT. 
OKAY, ENGLISH?

I LIKE READING, BUT MY TEACHER DIDN’T 
LIKE MY VERSION OF WHAT I READ. 

HOW ARE YOU GOING TO GET INTO  
A GOOD COLLEGE AND GET A GOOD JOB 

 IF YOU DON’T GET BETTER GRADES?

YOU’D BE  
A GREAT TEACHER, 
MR. KNOW-IT-ALL.

I’M NOT GOING TO BE  
A COLLEGE PROFESSOR  

LIKE YOU. I PREFER  
GETTING MY NAILS DIRTY. 

FAIR ENOUGH, 
BUT AS 

PUNISHMENT,  
YOU HAVE TO 
CLEAN UP THE 

GARAGE. 

HEY!  
THAT’S NOT FAIR.  

IT’S A SCARY MESS!

I KNOW. IT’S A 
METAPHOR. LOOK IT UP. 
YOU’RE A MESS. CLEAN 

UP YOUR ACT.Fo
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