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It’s a description of an important experience in the author’s life. I’ll need 
to figu e out which of my experiences will make an interesting memoir.

Voice 
The writer uses voice to 

express his or her unique style. In 
other words, my writing should sound 
like me. To create voice in my writing, 

I can include phrases and words 
that I often use.

Voice? I totally 
thought voice was just 

used for talking.

Narrator   
Because the narrator is 

the person writing the memoir, the 
story is told in the first-person point

of view, using the word I.

Reflectiv  Tone 
This is how I want 

my memoir to sound. I’ll use 
a reflective, or thoughtful, tone

so the reader will understand how I 
feel. I can create a reflective tone

by asking questions and/or 
drawing conclusions.

Sequence 
This is the order in which 

I’ll describe my story events. I 
can include flashbacks that interrupt

the chronological order, and I can use 
transition words to help readers 
follow the sequence of my story.

What’s a 

What’s in a 

4 Narrative Writing
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T16 Narrative Writing

Writing Strategy  Add	engaging,	descriptive	details	that	will	help	
readers	connect	with	the	story.

The Rubric Says     Narrative	techniques	(dialogue,	description,	
reflection)	enliven	the	experience.

Writer’s Term
Details

Details are the specific words used to 
describe a person, place, idea, or thing. 
For effective writing, choose details that 
are clear, colorful, and appealing to your 
audience.

Now to get started. The rubric says 
I should use narrative techniques to bring 
my memoir to life. I have to admit that when 
I read vague phrases like good food or fun 
party, I lose interest pretty fast. 

I want my readers to truly  connect with 
my story. I want the scenes and actions I 

describe to be crystal clear in their 
minds. I will use descriptive details 
to engage my readers and  bring my 
memoir to life.

Write a Memoir

Focus on

16 Narrative Writing
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Week 2 • Day 3

Student Objectives
•	Begin	writing	with	descriptive	
details.	(p. 16)

Draft
Focus on 
Begin a Draft  Make sure students 
understand the difference between 
a draft and a final copy. Explain 
that the main goal when writing a 
draft is to get ideas down on paper. 
Assure students that there will 
be plenty of time for revising and 
editing later on.  
Establish Context and Point of 
View Explain that, since Ashley 
is writing the memoir, she is the 
narrator and writes from her point 
of view. She begins by using many 
details to introduce the situation, 
or context, and to set up certain 
expectations for the audience. 
Have students use their Story 
Frames to begin drafting their 
memoirs. Remind them to include 
plenty of engaging, descriptive 
details to help readers visualize 
the setting, characters, and actions. 
Encourage students to refer to the 
rubric often as they write, just as 
Ashley does.

Write
Memoir

ENRICHMENT
Details and Tone Have students rewrite a paragraph from 
the model memoir. Before they write, have them choose an 
entirely different tone to express in the story. Once they’ve 
chosen a new tone—perhaps disgust or fear—explain that 
this new tone can be achieved by replacing or adding details 
in the paragraph. Have students share their finished work.

REINFORCEMENT
Practice With Details Write the following phrase on 
the board: The world’s greatest dessert. Then write: Sight; 
Sound; Taste; Smell; Texture. Students should first choose a 
dessert to describe and then list several descriptive sensory 
details for each of the five senses. Then have students write 
a brief descriptive paragraph about their chosen dessert. 
Students then read their work aloud.

Online Writing Center

  Provides an interactive writing 
pad for drafting, revising, editing, and 
publishing.

T16 Narrative Writing
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