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C h a p t e r  O n e

Arty’s Wish

Arty spun his web skillfully and 
swiftly.  He felt as light as air when he was 
swinging on his web.

“Look at me,” he called out as he spun 
fast, flying past his sisters, Itzy and Bitzy.

“Stop showing off,” said Itzy. 

“We all know you’re the fastest web 
spinner,” said Bitzy.

“Arty, what are we going to do with 
you?” Mama spider said as he zoomed by.  
“You need to slow down.”
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“Look Mama,” Arty called, feeling 
adventurous, as he flew even higher.  “I’m 
so quick!  See how high I can swing?”

The spider family lived near a dark 
tunnel, which Arty loved to stare at.  Every 
once in a while, the stars came out and 
shone brightly.  Then, floodwaters would 
gush down from the tunnel.  When the 
waters subsided, the stars would stay on for 
a while, but then they would blink out as 
quickly as they had appeared.

Arty loved to see the stars.  He had 
learned the sounds that came before a 
flood and was quick to move out of the 
water’s path before it came rushing down.

When all was quiet, he waited to see 
the stars.

 As he admired them, he whispered, 
“I wish I could go up and see the stars.”  
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“It is much too dangerous,” Mama said.  
“There are great dangers out there.  There 
are giant aliens beyond the tunnel.”

Arty’s eyes lit up with excitement.  
“That’s awesome!  I would love to meet 
aliens.  Please Mama, can you tell us more 
about the aliens?” Arty asked. 

Itzy, Bitzy, and Arty went to lay in 
their nest.  They settled down to listen 
to Mama’s tales of giant aliens in the big 
darkness of the tunnel.

One day, I will go to the stars and 
meet the aliens, Arty thought, as his eyes 
sparkled with excitement.
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Arty the spider is quick, 
clever, and cannot keep 
still. Every night he gazes 
up at the stars and wishes 
he could swing on his 
web and fly closer. One 
night, he sets off on an 
adventure through the 
darkness up to the stars.

Arty's Adventure 
to the Stars

Reading Levels
Guided Reading: O
DRA Level: 30
Lexile® Level: 620L
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