Hevanwr e

i R ;
i e S e

ol HT!‘-.F".T_""_'-'.-""_._J'_-:-;FF:-W i

= il Bl

5
‘*I:-l-.-"w-i" :

s

.

s v O
o

.ﬁ::*.hl . -:h_l.-."?. a

w2k

-
-

e

4

LERE —.-"lnl:'l_ I'_'.-'\“'
-

.
=
e e e e,

e & e . o s T B e S o L i
E"'. i ey i g oo o M b iy s ¢ (0 it .':a-‘:"--:l-“.-tl"
»
L)

Written liy St_e'_plhen Krensky

[llustrated by Bobbie Houser =

= =

e

i

¥ (iR




e PN e -

r———

- ---.ll n
T S T T e T T -

N e T

. ey |

e g ———
-———

i

a—

—_ T

Table of Contents

B Sudden Blowsgsss = = |
Frrowing Ub .. o5 | .
Fleeing to the North. . . .
The Underground Railroad
Fighting for FrgedQh ~ . . .
rlossary . Q% - - -

hdex . . . P .

Comprehension QQuestions




A Sudden Blow
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The 12-year-old girl in the village store was
minding her own business. But nearby, a Black
boy was arguing with his white overseer. He
was never supposed to do that..

Suddenly, the boy bolted for the door.
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In the next moment, the overseer picked up
a lead weight from the store counter. He threw
it at the fleeing boy — but missed and hit the

young Black girl, called Minty, in the head.

: Ea rly Fam(“: t S

Minty had gone to the store
with her master’s cook to
help her buy supplies.
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Minty was badly hurt. . <
“I'he weight broke my skull,” she recalled ‘\-
later. ““I'hey carried me to the house all "

bleeding and fainting.”
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It took months for her to recover. But even

when she was better, she suffered headaches

and sudden seizu_res the rest of her life.
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Minty lived on a plantation in Maryland.

Her name at birth was Araminta Ross, but her
mother called her Mlnty
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> She and all the Black people Mihty knew

were enslaved. At that time, capturing and
selling Black people was a legal business in
America. 1T'hey were considered the property
of the white people who
bought them. ['hey had

no more rights than a
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chair or a frying pan.
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