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Wishing for More
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Louisa Alcott was tired. How could she

not be?She might feel all

grown up at eighteen, but

even so she was worn out
from having one job after
another. Already, she had
worked as a governess,
a seamstress, and a

teacher. She could make

floors shine and make dirty
clothes clean and fresh.

But none of that was

enough for ha:r.
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“I will do something, by and by,” the young

Louisa had declared. “Don’t care what, teach,
sew, act, write, anything to help the family;

and I’ll be rich and famous

and happy betfore I die,

see 1f I won’t.”
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Money was often on Louisa’s mind. Why? '
Because for as long as she could remember, ]
her family had never had enough of it. Her
father, Bronson Alcott, was a big thinker: He “a-.—-a

had complicated 1deas on how to




But these 1deas did not help put food on
his family’s table. The Alcotts were poor,

and Bronson’s wife Abigail and their four

daughters — Anna, Louisa, Elizabeth, and
May — often went hungry.
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To make matters worse, Louisa and her

father were very different. Throughout her

childhood, LLouisa was an unbyidled force.

She saw herself as spirited, but her father

saw her as troubled. Bronson liked nothing
better than to sit for hours
reading, writing, and

thinking deep thoeughts.
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Fun Facts

Despite his very strong ideas
about education, Bronson

__ * Alcott had spent very little
7 — /@ time in school himself.
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Not Louisa. She was always on the move.

She liked to run and jump and dance
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