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New words

life

million

forestfeather 

metre

rock

asteroid

years ago

1982 2019

ancient
(adjective) 

dinosaur

billion
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Earth is about 4.6 billion billion  years old!  
LifeLife began in Earth’s seas about  
3.7 billion years agoyears ago. 

The first plants evolvedevolved about 900 million  million 
years ago, and the first animals evolved 
about 890 million years ago. 

What are the 
oldest animals?

Sponges are very old animals. 

We learn about ancient 
animals from fossils.

Fungi are older than animals!

Use books or the internet to find out where 
the first plants and animals evolved.

FIND OUT!

fungi

sponges

fossil
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What was  
the Cambrian 
explosion?

Trilobites evolved in the 
Cambrian explosion and lived 
for about 270 million years.

Hurdia victoria evolved in the Cambrian explosion 
and was one of the first animals to eat other animals.

Look at these interesting animals from the 
Cambrian explosion! The Cambrian explosion 
was a time when many new animals evolved in 
Earth’s seas. It started about 530 million years 
ago and took 13 to 25 million years to end. 

Work with a friend. Make a poster about some of 
the different animals from the Cambrian explosion.

PROJECT

trilobite

Hurdia victoria
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Plesiosaurus used flippers to move in the sea.

Pliosaurus had lots of big teeth.

Look at Helicoprion’s mouth!

What lived in 
ancient seas?

Some of the sea animals  
millions of years ago were very big.  
The biggest sea animals were the ichthyosaurs. 
Shastasaurus was an ichthyosaur.  
Shastasaurus could be 21 metresmetres long  
and lived 210 million years ago.

ichthyosaur

flipper

Can you see these animals in the sea today?

THINK!
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