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ABOUT ROALD DAHL AND 
QUENTIN BLAKE

Roald Dahl was a children’s writer,
and many of his stories are very 
famous across the world. Do you 
know any Roald Dahl books?

Quentin Blake drew pictures for 
Roald Dahl’s stories. Do you like the 
pictures in this book? Which is your 
favourite picture?

About this story
When Roald Dahl was a boy, he went to school 
near a chocolate factory. The factory gave di� erent 
chocolate bars to the schoolchildren, and then the 
factory asked the children about the chocolate. The 
children’s ideas were important. This was exciting, 
and Roald Dahl remembered it. Many years later, 
he wrote this story!

In this story we meet Charlie and his family. Charlie 
loves chocolate, and he lives near Mr Willy Wonka’s 
wonderful chocolate factory.
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Veruca Salt

Violet 
Beauregarde

Mr Willy Wonka

Augustus GloopAugustus Gloop

Grandpa JoeGrandpa Joe
Charlie

Mike Teavee

The Oompa-LoompasThe Oompa-Loompas

MEET . . .
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(a) cabbage (n.) 

a green or purple vegetable

a spy (n.)

This person tries to learn 
secret things.

invent,invent,invent  an invention (v. and n.)

think of a new thing 
and make it

a bar (n.)

a small, straight piece of 
something, like chocolate

Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 
NEW WORDS 

delicious (adj.)

You enjoy eating 
delicious food.

a gate (n.)

a door to an 
outside place
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Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 
WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

What will happen in the story? 
Answer the questions.

1  Look at the picture on page 9.

How are Charlie’s grandparents feeling?

2  Look at the picture on page 14.

What is Grandpa Joe talking about?

Is Charlie interested?

3  Look at the picture on page 15.

What is behind these gates?

Now let’s read Chapter 1 and Chapter 2!
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CHAPTER 1
Meet Charlie

I want to tell you about the Bucket family. This is 

Mr Bucket and this is Mrs Bucket. They have a small 

boy. His name is Charlie, and he is very happy to 

meet you.
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C H A P T E R  1 :  M E E T  C H A R L I E

These four very old people are the parents of 

Mr and Mrs Bucket. Their names are Grandpa Joe,

Grandma Josephine, Grandpa George and 

Grandma Georgina.

This family of seven lived together in a small house 

near a big town. The house was not large enough for 

seven people, and life was not very comfortable for 

them. There were only two rooms in the house, and 

there was only one bed. 

Charlie’s four grandparents slept in the bed. 

Grandpa Joe and Grandma Josephine lay at one 

end, and Grandpa George and Grandma Georgina 

were at the other end. They were very old and tired,

and they never got out of the bed.

Mr and Mrs Bucket and little Charlie slept in the 

other room on the floor. This was fine in the summer,
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C H A R L I E  A N D  T H E  C H O C O L AT E  FAC T O RY

but in the winter their house was very cold, and it 

was horrible.

Mr Bucket worked in a toothpaste factory. He 

worked very hard, but the family never had enough 

money. They did not even have much money for food.

The family only ate bread for breakfast,The family only ate bread for breakfast,The family only ate bread for breakfast  potatoes 

and cabbage for lunch, and cabbage soup for 

dinner. Every night,dinner. Every night,dinner. Every night  they all went to bed with a 

horrible empty feeling in their stomachs.

Charlie felt the most hungry. His mother or his 
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C H A P T E R  1 :  M E E T  C H A R L I E

father often gave him their food, too, but it was still 

not enough food for a young boy. Charlie really 

wanted something to fill his stomach and stop the 

empty feeling. The one thing that he really wanted 

was . . . chocolate.

Charlie only ate chocolate once a year, on 

his birthday. His family kept a little money every 

month, and on Charlie’s birthday,s birthday,s birthday  they bought one 

small chocolate bar with the money.

Charlie always ate his birthday chocolate as slowly 

as possible. He put the bar in a box, and he did not 

touch it for the first few days. When he could not 

wait any more, he opened the box, and he ate a very 

small piece of the chocolate. Charlie did this every 

day until he finished the chocolate. It was only one 

small bar, but Charlie always kept it for more than 

a month.

When Charlie walked to school in the mornings,

he went past shops with lots of bars of chocolate in 

their windows. Charlie always stopped and pushed 

his nose against the glass, and he thought about 
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C H A R L I E  A N D  T H E  C H O C O L AT E  FAC T O RY

eating the wonderful, sweet chocolate. He often saw 

other children eating bars of delicious chocolate and 

that,that,that  of course, was terrible.

But there was one thing in Charlie’s life that was 

even worse than the bars of chocolate in the shop 

windows. In Charlie’s town, there was an enormous 

chocolate factory!

It was the largest and most famous chocolate 

factory in the world! It was Wonka’s factory,s factory,s factory  and 

Mr Willy Wonka was the greatest maker of 

chocolates ever.

Strange noises came from inside the factory and 

the air outside smelled like chocolate for half a mile in 

every direction.

On his way to and from school, Charlie had to 

walk past the factory. He walked very,walk past the factory. He walked very,walk past the factory. He walked very  very slowly 

and he held his nose high in the air and smelled the 

chocolate all around him.

Charlie loved that smell. He really wanted to go 

inside the factory and see Mr Wonka’s wonderful 

chocolate and sweets.
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C H A P T E R  1 :  M E E T  C H A R L I E

Every evening, Charlie ate his cabbage soup, then 

he went into his grandparents’ room. Charlie liked to 

listen to their stories.

His grandparents were very old, and they slept for 

most of the day. But Charlie was the best thing in 

their lives, and they loved his evening visits. When 

Charlie came into the room, they all smiled happily. 

They all started talking and everyone forgot that they 

were hungry or poor.

One evening, Charlie asked his grandparents about 

the factory.

“Is it true that Wonka’s Chocolate Factory is the 

biggest chocolate factory in the world?” asked 

Charlie.

“Of course it’s true!” cried all four of his 

grandparents.

“And is Mr Willy Wonka really a clever chocolate 

maker?” asked Charlie.

“Is he clever?” cried Grandpa Joe. “My dear boy,My dear boy,My dear boy

Willy Wonka is more than just clever!”

Grandpa Joe was ninety-six and a half and he was 
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C H A R L I E  A N D  T H E  C H O C O L AT E  FAC T O RY

a very tired old man. But when he spoke about 

Willy Wonka, he became as excited as a young boy.

“He’s the most wonderful chocolate maker in the 

world,” said Grandpa Joe. “He’s invented more than 

two hundred delicious new chocolate bars. And it’s 

not just chocolate. He invented a new chocolate 

ice cream, and it’s cold for hours and hours without 

being in the fridge!”

“That’s not possible,” said Charlie.

“Of course it’s not possible,” said Grandpa Joe. 

“But Willy Wonka did it!”  
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arb 

t nienv

syp

tega

bagbcae

soceldiui

Chapter 1 and Chapter 2
WHAT CAN YOU REMEMBER? 

Look at the letters and write the words.

1

22

3

4

5

6

b a r
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Circle the correct word.

1  Charlie’s family eats potato / cabbage
soup for dinner.

2  In Charlie’s town, there is an 

enormous / small chocolate factory.

3 Grandpa Joe gets very sad / excited
when he speaks about Willy Wonka.

4 Mr Wonka is the most wonderful 

chocolate / toothpaste maker in the world.

5  The gates to Mr Wonka’s factory are 

always open / closed.

6  Mr Bucket shows the family a 

book / book / book newspaper.
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