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December 1862

Christmas with no 
presents* is not 

Christmas!

We’re lucky — we’ve got 
Father and Mother.

Some girls have lots 
of  beautiful things, 

but we have nothing!

I hate 
being poor.

PART ONE  —  LITTLE WOMEN

	 *Def  initions of  words in bold can be found in the glossary on pages 63– 64.

CHAPTER ONE

Four sisters
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LITTLE WOMEN

No, Beth. We haven’t got Father, because he’s 
at war. And I’m not lucky. I have to work for 
Aunt March, and she’s old, and always angry. 

I have to clean this house. I have 
no time for my piano. 

We were rich. But Father 
helped a friend and lost 

his money. 

That’s not very bad. You don’t have 
to go to school. The girls laugh at 

me because my dress is old.
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FOUR SISTERS

We have to work, but we 
are a happy family!

Jo, sit nicely. 
You’re not a boy!

I hate being a girl! I like boys’ 
games and boys’ work. I can’t 

go to war with Father, but  
I want to!

Stop saying that!
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LITTLE WOMEN

We have a little money. We can 
buy our Christmas presents! 

No, Amy. Let’s buy 
Marmee some presents.

Hello, girls. 

Hello, Mother!

Yes! 

Yes! 
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FOUR SISTERS

He writes: “I think of  the girls every day and night. They must 
be good. Then, I can be proud of  my little women.”

Marmee, is that letter from Father? 

Yes, Meg. 

Thank you, girls. 
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LITTLE WOMEN

I’m too selfish.

I’m often 
angry.

I’m too shy.

I’m too 
vain. 

We can be good. 
Let’s try!
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