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The China Showcase Library is a collection of readers focused on China which covers high-interest  
topics in the areas of technology, art and literature, wisdom and beliefs, and folk customs. These 24-page books 
contain high-interest reading selections, beautiful, authentic photography, and a range of exercises to support 
learning.  
 

Key features: 
 Exercises cover reading comprehension and higher order  
 thinking skills, including inferring meaning and distinguishing   
 fact from fiction. 
 Vocabulary development supported through careful grading    
 and on-the-page definitions and vocabulary lists. 
 Audio and answer key available on the companion  
 website: https://eltngl.com/csl 
 Teacher’s Notes, including vocabulary exercises and quizzes 

 

National Geographic Values: 
 National Geographic photography and visuals motivate learner 
 Graphics, charts, and diagrams promote visual literacy 
 High-interest readings and challenging activities engage  
 students in the learning process 
 Fascinating cross-curricular, real-world China content spanning             
 a wide range of modern and historical topics 

 

 

ChinaChinaChina   

Showcase Showcase Showcase    

LibraryLibraryLibrary   

Exclusive Distributor: 

2330 2533 info@stanfordhouse.com.hk 

Before-you-read, while-you-read, 
and after-you-read activities—
”Reading to learning” while also 
developing English skills. 

 to watch  

An Introduction Video 
https://youtu.be/dfHFhFXpLZ0 

http://stanfordhouse.com.hk/product.php?srhItemISBN=&srhItemTitle=&srhItemCategory=&srhItemPublisher=&srhItemSeries=568&srhItemGenre=&srhItemTheme=&srhItemTexttype=&shklevelfrom=&shklevelto=&srrlevelfrom=&srrlevelto=&op=search&adv=yes


Four inventions — gunpowder, 
the compass, paper, and the 
printing press — played key 
roles in human history and  
development. Learn how each 
of these was invented and  
discover how they changed the 
world.  

Every year, millions of Chinese 
leave the bit cities and return to 
their hometowns for Chinese 
New Year - known within China 
as Spring Festival. Learn why 
this is China’s biggest festival 
and how it is celebrated. 

Every culture has its own stories 
about how Earth was formed, 
and about the other planets and 
stars that can be seen across 
the night sky. Learn about some 
of the oldest and most loved 
Chinese stories, such as the 
Oxherd and the Weaver Girl, 
and their impact on modern life.  

While many Chinese don’t 
agree on what food is best,  
almost everyone loves hot pot. 
It is so popular people joke that 
any problem can be solved over 
hot pot! Learn all about this 
delicious shared dish and find 
out why it has a special place in 
people’s hearts. 

China is home to 56 different 
ethnic groups, each with their 
own special customs. One of 
the best places to experience 
some of these local cultures is in 
the Old Town of Lijiang, a place 
surrounded by high clouds and 
mountains. Learn about the 
Naxi and other groups as you 
walk the streets of this ancient 
city. 

The Silk Road was a set of  
ancient trade routes that led 
from China’s ancient capital of 
Chang’an, all the way to Rome. 
All kinds of things were carried 
along these routes; not just 
goods, but also religion,  
technology and ideas. Learn 
how the Silk Road developed 
and helped to change the 
world.  

Xi’an is one of China’s oldest 
cities and it has a rich and  
important history. Today, the 
wonderful and vibrant city is 
one of modern China’s  
high-tech centers, drawing from 
both the present and the past 
to offer something truly special 
to locals and visitors. 

Suzhou — an ancient city   
located on the south of the 
Yangtze River — is home to 
some wonderful classical-style 
gardens in China. Learn about 
the most important of these 
and what makes them great 
examples of Chinese culture, as 
well as the idea of creating a 
natural world within the garden 
walls to showcase nature’s 
beauty.  

Four Great Inventions  
Category: Technology & Civilization  
No. of Headword: 1600 

Legends in the Sky 
Category: Literature & Art 
No. of Headword: 1600 

Life in the Clouds 
Category: Folk Customs 
No. of Headword: 1600 

Home for the Spring Festival 
Category: Wisdom & Beliefs 
No. of Headword: 1600 

Let’s Have Hot Pot! 
Category: Folk Customs 
No. of Headword: 1600 

The Silk Road 
Category: Technology & Civilization  
No. of Headword: 1600 

Classical Gardens of Suzhou 
Category: Folk Customs 
No. of Headword: 2200 

Xi’an: Past and Present 
Category: Wisdom & Beliefs 
No. of Headword: 1600 



The Beijing Opera is a prized 
form of theater in China. It  
continues to bring to life many 
ancient stories and heroes that 
help shape Chinese culture. 
Learn about some of the most 
famous opera characters and 
explore the unique features of 
this amazing form of cultural 
entertainment. 

The Monkey King was a  
powerful Chinese hero who 
could fly through the air and  
defect armies with his magic 
staff. A character from one of 
the classics of Chinese literature, 
Journey to the West, the Monkey 
King has been a superhero to 
Chinese children for centuries. 
Find out why he continues to 
feature in TV shows, movies, 
music and other entertainment. 

Giant pandas are one of 
China’s most precious  
national treasures. Learn how 
pandas became a symbol of 
China and one of the most 
popular animals in zoos 
around the world. 

Kung fu is practiced around the 
world and is one of the most 
recognized aspects of Chinese 
culture. Originating many  
centuries ago, it was developed 
in part by Buddhists living and 
studying at the Shaolin Temple. 
Learn more about this  
fascinating martial art and  
explore the life of its most  
famous star.  

Traditional Chinese medicine 
has a history going back  
thousands of years. It includes 
medicine made from Chinese 
herbs as well as various  
methods for pain relief, health 
care, and disease prevention. 
Learn the theories behind  
traditional Chinese medicine 
and explore its more recent use 
within modern medicine.  

Confucius was one of China’s 
greatest philosophers. He had 
many followers who spread his 
ideas throughout the country 
and abroad. Learn about who he 
was, what he believed, and his 
influence on modern China. 

China has rapidly become a 
world leader in high speed rail. 
Transportation times between 
many major Chinese cities have 
been cut: Journeys that took 
days now take hours. Here, we 
track the exciting technological 
developments in high speed rail 
and consider their cultural  
impact. 

One of the things that connects 
Chinese people together is their 
ancient writing system. Chinese 
characters are not pictures, but 
they usually contain several  
different elements that work 
together to tell a story, giving the 
characters their meaning. Learn 
how this writing system  
developed, and the history of 
Chinese writing from the past to 
the present.  

Racing to the Future 
Category: Technology & Civilization  
No. of Headword: 3000 

Traditional Chinese Medicine 
Category: Technology & Civilization  
No. of Headword: 2200 

The Story of Chinese Characters 
Category: Literature & Art 
No. of Headword: 3000 

Confucius: His Life and Legacy 
Category: Wisdom & Beliefs 
No. of Headword: 3000 

The Power of Mind and Body 
Category: Folk Customs 
No. of Headword: 2200 

Pandas: China’s Ambassadors 
Category: Wisdom & Beliefs 
No. of Headword: 2200 

Icons of the Beijing Opera 
Category: Wisdom & Beliefs 
No. of Headword: 2200 

Monkey King: A Chinese Superhero  
Category: Literature & Art 
No. of Headword: 2200 



High-interest reading  
selections with National  
Geographic photography. 

On-the-page word definitions 
and vocabulary list at the back of 
each book support vocabulary  
development. 

Companion site provides  
answer keys, audio for both the 
main and expansion readings.  

Sample pages from Four Great Inventions 

Sample pages from The Story of Chinese Characters 

 to view  

the SAMPLE PAGES &  
listen to the AUDIO EXTRACTS 

https://bit.ly/3LwGpCz  

http://stanfordhouse.com.hk/product.php?srhItemISBN=&srhItemTitle=&srhItemCategory=&srhItemPublisher=&srhItemSeries=568&srhItemGenre=&srhItemTheme=&srhItemTexttype=&shklevelfrom=&shklevelto=&srrlevelfrom=&srrlevelto=&op=search&adv=yes

