
Levels 1 2 3 4

Base Vocabulary 750 1000 1250 1500

Word Count 600 700 800 900

ERF Scale Elementary Lower-Intermediate Intermediate

CEFR A2 B1 B1 B1

www.seed-learning.com/CAR

Seed Learning’s Classic Art Readers is a nonfiction series that explores the lives 
and works of twenty artists from Renaissance art through to contemporary 
art. The series presents facts about the lives of the featured artists and their 
world-famous works of art. Each book in the series allows students to deepen 
their understanding of the past while looking from an artist’s perspective. 
Students will gain a greater appreciation for fundamental works of art and 
develop critical thinking skills allowing them to appreciate the art and cultural 
expression around them.

The Works of Edgar Degas
•	Who was Edgar Degas?
•	How did he become an artist?
•	What are some of his famous works?

Word Count  745 words

The Works of Edgar Degas

G
A

R
R

ETT BY
R

N
E

TH
E W

O
R

K
S O

F ED
G

A
R D

EG
A

S
LEV

EL  2 -1

ISBN 979-8-88668-042-3

Audio

C L A S S I C  A R T  R E A D E R S

The Works of 

Edgar Degas
Garrett Byrne

Level
2 - 1

Series Editor Liana Robinson



Introduction................................................................... 	 4

Early Life ...................................................................... 	 8

Paintings and Works........................................................ 	13

Later Life ...................................................................... 	21

Reading Quiz................................................................ 	26

New Words................................................................... 	27

Notes........................................................................... 	29

Art Timeline.................................................................. 	30

Contents

Fo
r R

ev
iew

 O
nly



Edgar Degas was a famous 

Impressionist painter. He was born 

in Paris, France, though his 

mother was from New Orleans, 

USA. He had a big family, with 

four younger brothers. 

Introduction

The city of Paris

A self-portrait of 
Degas (c. 1855)

Audio
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Like many artists, Degas had other talents. He liked 

to sculpt and draw. He took many photographs 

and painted oil paintings. He also liked to do pastel 

drawings.

Pastel sticks for 
pastel drawings

A 19th-century 
camera

Oil paints are thicker 
than other paints.
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Many people call Degas an Impressionist painter. 

Impressionists liked to focus on light and color. 

However, he said he was a Realist. Realists create 

paintings that show the world in a real way. 

A Woman Ironing 
by Degas (1873)

The Singer in Green (pastel on 
paper) by Degas (c. 1884)
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The Dance Class by 
Degas (1874)

Horse Rearing by 
Degas (1880s)

Degas was fascinated with 

bodies in motion. Many of his 

paintings and sculptures are 

of ballet dancers. He was also 

interested in horses and  

horse races. His art shows 

grace in motion, but it also 

shows strength and power.
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