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Penguin Readers is a new series of the best contemporary fiction,  
essential non-fiction and popular classics specially written for  

learners of English as a foreign language.  
 
Beautifully illustrated and carefully adapted, this graded readers 

series combines Penguin Random House’s internationally  
bestselling authors and most compelling content with structured 
language progression.  
 
Penguin Readers are published across 8 levels, from Pre-A1 
(Starter) to B2 (Level 7), with each corresponding to the  

Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) and featuring 
activity types aligned to international exams including Flyers, PET,  
KET, FCE, CAE, CPE and TOEFL.  
 
The language used in each reader is strictly controlled, with the  
grammar syllabus and permitted vocabulary correlating to the 
CEFR. A small number of new words are introduced in each story, 

and are all explained in a glossary at the back of the book.  
 
With accompanying audio and additional resources to help test  

comprehension, grammar and vocabulary skills, Penguin Readers not 
only help to develop reading, writing and listening, but also critical  
thinking and 21st Century Skills.  
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 CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Each reader begins with a short 
introduction and some  
‘Before-reading questions’ to 
help orientate the students  
towards the subject matter of the 
story or text. 

Level 2 

Level 6 

Any difficult vocabulary is explained 
in a picture dictionary (at lower 
levels) and in a glossary at the 
back of the book. The new  
vocabulary is recycled in the text 
where possible to increase its  
exposure.  

Level 4 

Starter 

Comprehension questions  
directly follow the text and test the 
students’ understanding of each 
chapter. When students have finished 
reading the entire book, there is a set 
of questions to test understanding of 
the text as a whole.  

Level 2 

Level 5 



 CONTENT AND STRUCTURE 

Digital version of full Digital version of full Digital version of full 
Reader text, Reader text, Reader text, accessible via accessible via accessible via    
a code in the printed booka code in the printed booka code in the printed book   
   
   
Audio downloadAudio downloadAudio download   of the of the of the    
entire book, accessible via entire book, accessible via entire book, accessible via    
a code in the printed booka code in the printed booka code in the printed book   
   
   
Additional exercises Additional exercises Additional exercises    
and activities and activities and activities to aid to aid to aid    
comprehension and learning comprehension and learning comprehension and learning    

Level 2 An exercises section includes 
grammar-, vocabulary- or  
comprehension-based questions 
dedicated to most chapters.  

Level 3 

Starter 

Level 7 

At the end of the book, students 
are given extension work in  
the form of written projects and  
in-depth essay questions. 
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Starter 
Pre-A1 
64 pages 
400–600  
words  

Level 1  
A1  
64 pages 
1,000–1,600  
words 

Level 2 
A1+ 
64 pages 
3,000–5,000  
words 

Level 3 
A2 
80 pages 
5,000–7,000  
words  

Level 4  
A2+  
80 pages 
11,000–
14,000 words  

Level 5  
B1  
96 pages 
15,000–
18,000 words  

Level 6  
B1+  
96 pages 
18,000–
22,000 words  

Level 7  
B2 
112 pages  
22,000–
26,000 words 
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